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AtweSTATE of the CASE 
4 ofthe Common-wealth, in reference ' 
| ->to the late cſtabliſhed Govern. * 
''- + entby4 LORD PR Os 
. TECTOR and a 


| ; PARLIAMENTs. © 


 Eeing it hath pleaſed C'o D, afies | 
8 many various .& wonderful Turns __ 
of Affairs, (occaſioned throughthe 
continual oppoſitions of his » and 
, his Peoples enemics on the one 
fide, banding themſelves againſt 
4 0 the Rights and grey" of this 
= - Nation; and on the other fide 
dronibeeC ms and Apoſtaſic of particular Per- 
ſons, who have fromtime co cime been intruſted in the 
Supream Authority) ar length to fix the Governmene 
. of theſe Dominions in the Nerve ths of Eftabliſh»... 
ment : As ir is a matter muc expeAationof. 
thoſe whom He hath uſed - as inftrumenesin the whole - 
courſe of his Providence,and of admiraoncorke worlds," EE 
| ſo ir affords abundant cdbſe of praiſe and thankſgivingy 
that-thoſe great Changes and Revolucioni« which haye-.- 2 3 
| been in the midſt of us; have: norengsged us in- bloo&-;. : 2 
<-} among our ſclyes, nor expoſed us for a prey and E-: 
| the Common Enemy, whowarcheth al Ehranalges ___ | 
wry pormnities to promotexthe ruine: of thar'Fnteref Sd 
which che ER 5” re et many/glorions. _ : 
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© - Preſent Governours, and are ſorry to ſee perſons whom 


Reaſon can be imagined of the happy peace andrran” | 


- ballance they doin ſubſtance, and upon a true account, 


; 
y 
+. 


31 


Deliverances inthe behalf of our Nation : for no othef | 


oP 


quiliry whichwe now enjoy, but that He who ſtrerched 
out the Heavens, and laid the foundations of the Earth, 
-and formeth the ſpirit of Man within him, hath broughe |, 
fotth theſe things,as the accompliſhment of his own good / 
will and purpole toward his People ; who have been car- < 
ried on by a Divine hand, through many admirable dif-- / 
kculties and ſucceſſes, in all the congeſts they have had 
wich the Enemies of their Peace and Liberty. | 
And as ſuch Diſpenſations as theſe cannot be looke | 


. > 


.. upon, by the moſt envious eye or profane heart, as the | 


birth and product of any fore-laid Contrivementsof men, | 
biafled with corrupt and carnal intereſt; So we have a 


- great grount{ of hope and confidence, that rhe Lord, in 


whoſe hands is our breath and life, and all our wayes;. .. 
hath been ſhaking and. moving foundations in theſe 
Lands, not to overturn, bur to eſtabliſh this Common 
wealth upon a berter and more ſuge Baſis of Govern. Y! 
mentzchan hath been enjoyed by erdorr for many | 
Generations. And truly, we cannot bur profeſs our | 
ſelves very much raiſed with hopes and apprehenſions | 
of this nature, as often as-we refle& upon the Reſoluti. | 
ons lately raken for the ſertlement of theſe Nations, and | 
expoſed in Print to the view ofthe World: whichdoubr- | 
leſs being conſidered in themſelves, and compared with | 


the beſt of former Governments, do not only exceed the 


withes and expeRations of thole men, who caft an eye of 
prejudice upon. all the Ations and Proceedings of the ' 


they hate and maligne, bccome Inftruments of any good; 
bur we conceive allo, that being weighed in an equal 


tully correſpond with che primary Ends and Intentions 

Efach as engaged in the late Controverfie with the 
King; upon principles of common Freedom, and have 
2. | | nor 


F 


ther | | | 
ran” / | Dor ſince been drawn afide through the ſubtilrics of .Sa* 
ched fan (leading them captive by a deluded phanſice) to pro- 
zrch, more the things they have nor ſeen ; or nor deſigned pe- 
ughe , Culiar advanrages of their own ſome-other way, and cal- 
ood *cularcd their particular Interefts fur another kind of 
pan [ Government: From neither of which any great compli» . 
dif-- / ance with the pxeſent can be expe&ed, until the one. 
had | Party awake our of their dreams of an imaginary Pata» 

| diſe, and the other find a door open'd again to their pri« - 
zoke | vate Intereſt and advantage» And therefore, though, 
the | we apprchend ir would be rime ill fpent, to endeavour 
1en, | the reducing of ſuch men by dint of Reaſon 'and Argu. 
'ea . ment; yet in regard divers doubts may ſeem to atilc 
, in | inthe minds of ſoine ſober men conceraing the preſenr 
yes; | Change, (eſpecially now-when the Age aboundswith ca- 
zeſe lumny, and our Enemies make ir their buſineſs by can- 
,02- |, Ning inlinuations to draw away the hearts of the Well- 
tn. FY affected from their beſt Fricnds; ) as if we had turned 
Iny |. our backs upon otfc former Principles, and introduced 
Ur | again thar very thing, which was the great Bone of con- 
>ns | tention, ( the removal whereof ſeemed ro include the ye- 
tis | ry ſtate of the Quarrel between the late King and the 
nd | Parliament ) and ſo fought our ſelves rowundrill we reſt 

| 


A RY 


bre- | vpon the old bottom, andin concluſion given judgment 
ith | againſt our ſelves in all the things contended foragainſt, 
he | the King ; hereupon we have thought meer, in all meek- 
of © neſs and moderation, to preſent our. Judgment to the 
he | publick view,and offer ſuch Particulars to others as may 
m | (throughthe bleſſing of God) be a ground of ſatisfai- * 
d; | onto them, as well as ro eur ſelyes ; being fully perſwa- 
al | ded in our own' breaſts, as tothe preſent Form of Go- 
Ir, | vernment, thar ſuch cautions and limitations are therein 
ns | deſcribed as make due and full proviſion for the Peoples 
he | Liberties, and thoſe juſt Rights, che maintenance where». -* 
ve | of hath bin ſo religiouſly proſecuted in the late Warz, &&+.; 
or | that it contains nothing _ co, or inconſiſtaniogklys +. 


Ls 


he 
o 


according to the praQiiſes and proceedings hitherto own- 


+ "ms idle ſpeRators or Parties unconrcerned » while 


; -were perfidiouſly contriving the publick ruine, comraR+ 


\. 


thoſe good purpoſes and principles, held forth by the | 
| 


- Parliament and Army in their ſeyeral Declarations; but 


3s clearly juſtifiable both by them and by righe Reaſon, , 


cd by che Parliament theniſelves, the Army, andall the F 


| - well-affeRed party inſeyeral altefations upon the lake ſ 
LY. 3 l 


occaſions of nece | | 
Now in order to the clearing of theſe things , we cons |* 
ccive it requiſite, firſt, ro pris "wi whar was the Origi- 
mal Ground of our caking Arms, and upon what Foot | | 
that Quarrel ſtood : And then in the ſecond place, how | : 
It came to paſs that the Army were conſtrained divers 
times ro declare and interpoſe themſelves after an extra-., 
ordinary manner, in proſecuting our firſt principles, , 
through the many great changes of Aﬀeairs and revolu- 
tions of Government ; touching which we ſhall nor | 
"here take upon us to diſpute by inches, the occaſions of , 
our Change into a Frec-State or Commongyealth, ands 
the ſeveral Tendencies thereunto ; nor ſhall we run o- | 
over all thofe particulars in Diſcourſe art large, ſeeing 
they are matters well known to the godly People of this | 
Nation ( whoſe ſarisfaQion we principally intend ) and | 


| Have heretofore been declared at full; bur we ſhall con- | 


rent our ſelves only with a ſummary repetition of the | 


. "main particulars, ſo far as is neceſſary to evince the | 


Equity of their then-proceeding, and give light 10 clear .. 
the way of our following Diſcourſe ; in all which we * 
.doubr nor bur itwill manifeſtly appear, that they were | 
concerned out of conſcience and duty, to acquit rhem- 
ſelves as they did ; unleſs they would haye ſtood fiill,. |. 


men of Jooſe or debauched principles & corrupt winds, 


. new Intereſts and partics contrary to the old, and | 


lutely gcſtruRiye to all the primitive points infied | 
| J, And 


y the /T. Andfirſt, as concerning the original ground of our 
- bur i engaging-inthe War, We ſhall rake leave to premiſe 
aſon, His one Thing for an-unqueſtionable Truth ; That we 
own. hever tought, nor was it ever declared by the Parliamenc 
1 the Pr Arwy, thatwe took up Arms for, or againſt ahy par- 
like fticplar. Form of Government whatſoever. Look over all 

the” Declazations , Remonſtrances, and Proteſtations 
con. | Made by either, and ir will appear that we never fought 
rigi= | againſt the King as King; nor for the Parliament or Re- 
-oor | Preſentarive conſider'd purely as ſuch : But we rook up 
how | Arms againſt che King becauſe he demeancd himſclfas a 
vers | Tyrant, and hadprojected a wicked defign of introducing 
tra- | his awn Will and Power above Law; and for the Parlia- 
es ; | ment or Repreſentative, becauſe it ſeemedto be the ljkee 
lu. Licſt and beſt means (as Afﬀairs then ſtood) to preyenr 
nor | Thoſe manifold evils which threarned the Kingdom, and 
. of | fo preſerve the Liberties of the People. And therefore 
nds (we ſay) — under this or that Form, was noe 
o» | the moving*Caule of this grear Controverkie, bur thoſe 
ng | common ends of ſaferic and Freedom, for which all ſores 
his | of Governments were inſticuted and oppointed. Yea, and 
nd | ic muſthere be remember'd, that even at thar time, when 
n. | the Army pur forch that Remonſtrance from S* Albans, 


+. I 


he | which uſher'din the King to the Bar of Juſtice, chey had- 
he | not thenentertained any thoughts of excluding Govern- . 


| ment by Kings, provided they were E leftive. And as for 
ve - the King himſelf, there appeared not the leaſt intentions 
re { to caſt him off, till he had quite caſt oft the People, and 
© would admit no reconciliation but upon his own Terms, 
1. }- ſuch as muſt neceſſarily have fruftrared thoſe righteous 
le | endsof our fiſt Engaging» Moreover, whoſoever ſhall 
take a (crious view of all the Papers that have been made 
>. | publick, to ſer forth the grounds of the War, ſhall ever 


& | - ind, thatthe main Point inſiſted on by the Parliamenr & 
g | Army in their many Declarations, was, The briugingNes -* 
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dy Forms: abliſhed; bug to regalare.the” - 
excelies of che King & his Government, and. 
him withig:the due boiinds of Authority ; chat he 
t.gerg.. plith char gefign which had been'he 
abt Reigh, 25, the advancement of his” 
cfities Will and Power, againſt the pub- 
*trk&N tion. Hence it was, that his legal 
NH admicced in. all Declarations ,. and his 
greatneſs provided for in them, and inthe 
with this remarkable.reftri&tion ox ſpecial 
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#7 11es of the Kingdoms ] and the ſaid Declarations ſtill 
@ireted us to the equitable ſenſe of all Laws and Conſti- 
etians as diſpenling with the very Letterof the ſame,,and 
þciag ſupream co it when the ſafery of all is - HA 


IT. And therefore in the ſecond place , that it may 
it- plainly appear, whatjuſt cauſe both the Parliament and . 

if Army hadrto recede from the Letterof their former Pro- 

feſſions rowards the Kings Perſon and Family, and how 

wy were (through his default) neceſlitared ro give way 

ro the aCanen: Alteririans, we ſhall onely in general 

| -rexmsſergowna bricf Account of Things in reference to 

- © that grear bulines, and to the ſeveral changes that have 

followed fince, our of which the neccſſity and Juſtners of 

the preſent Change will in ſome meaſure 2ppear, 

' When after the expence of much-precious bloud , and 

many 7 rearies to no purpole, it was clearly found by «© x- 

perience, thar th” King was obſtinately me | irrecoverably 

_engagedin the proſecution of ſuch Courſes as portended 

- nothing burſpecdy ruine tothe Kingdomgand rendredhim 

-  Urtecly irreconcilable to the Parliament in theiryuſt Ad- 

__"eretfes anddemands; ſo that there was no poſbbility of a 
WE} | | 2 ſerclemen, - 


w—— ACS 


mitation, [ In the Preſervation of the true Religion and, | . 


<& 


| 4p 
-.on for rhe declared Rights ahg 
-. or for thoſe that had faichfullepgaged- 3 themainte 
nance of them ; Theſe things beingcanbderedayirt 


+ deration of choſe 


' was obſerved, that though he had alter*d his condition, he 
-retained his old obſtinate mind and reſolution; and ir aps 
- _ moreover by experience,what an Influence ke Nll 
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calamitics anddeſolations inevitably diawjngan, unleſs 
fome i nmediate and'extraordinary remedy were found eo: - 
obviare rhe deſign; ir plealed God atilengrh to excite file 


as remgined'fauhfyl both in Parliament and Army; h © 4 


rothe King himſelf, he was utterly laid afid 


ot his Per{E8n. | 
Now,, as this firſt moſt remarkable Alteration-in the 
Parliamentary Aﬀairs, waMor onely juſt and honorable 
in itſelf, bur eſteemed ſo, and therefore avowed by the _ 
honeſt and well-affe&ed of the Nation, and neceſluned ; 
by the inconſtancie of that Party of men in Parliament, 
who (contrary to their truſt) would have yielded. up the 
precioug Concernments of the People as to Religiof and 
Liberty , rogether with the Parliament it ſelf, unto the 
meer will and power of the King; (yea. and this when he 
had ſtood it our to the laſt, and was withinibe power of 
the Army: ) So alſo, when after his neceſſary impriſon- 
ment in order to the ſecurity and peace ofzhe Nation, it 


1d upon the Parliament as then conſtitured ; inſontuck 
that being encouraged by. Inſurrexions and Commayons-- 
ho C2 — # 
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/ i, all parts of rhe Kingdom, they defigned to bring him 


(8) 


In upon a Treaty: And though in the Terms of that Trea- 


- ty verylictle reſpec was had to the juſt ends of the Quar» 


rel, and the Prince, his Son, rhen in the revolting Ships 
ar Sea, disavowed all that ſhould be done, and declared 
his Father asa Priſoner in no condition co Treat ; yer fo 


' Joſt and looſe were that Party of man to all former Prin- 
ciples, that his reſtauration was in a manner concluded, 


and oportuniry enough intended him to break all Bonds 
of Agreement , and re-ſcrtle himſelt in an abſolute arbi- 
trary power , over the Conſciences and Liberties of the 
People. All which being laid rogether, as alſo, that the 
bloudy imbroilments in the year 1648. and the [nvafion 
of Hamilton , were to be put upon his Account ; that by 
this means he had involved himſelf and Family afreſh in 
the guilc of Bloud ; and that both He, and his Wife and 
Children, had for ever eſpouſed an Intereſt of their own, 
deſtrudve to the Rights of the Kingdom ; then the Afe 
fairs of che Nation being driven to the utmoſt Point of 
neceſlity the Park were Gn prudence) to look no farther 
for ſatisfaRion,as formerly, in the way of demanding our 
Rights; but concerned (in conſcience) co think of ſatis- 
fying Divine Juſtice, by offering him up a Sacrifice for the 


- <Ericof innocent bloud, and afterwards to take care for an 
eſtabliſhment ſome other way, for the ſafery and freedom - 
of our Nation: And therefore in thoſe after aQings to 


ward the next great Alteration , when they exterminated 
His Family and altered the Government, they were every 
way to be juſtified in point of Conſcience and Prudence, 


- *(norwithſtanding former Declarations ) for as much as a 


Ktngly Family and Office are but of a ſecondary confide- 
ration to the ſecurity of a Kingdom, and all Forms of Ci- 
vil Adminiſtration (being asthe Shell ro the Kernel) are 

ubordinare and inferior to rhe ends of Government; fo 


 thatif theſe cannorotherwiſe be attained, there follows 


an unavoidable neceſhiry of altering the Form, 


(9) Y 

' The Government then of this Naticn being (throvgh ” 
neceſſity) alcer'd, and art length eſtabliſhed in the way 
of a Free»State cr Common-wealth in the hands of the 
| Pailiument, both the Army and People were. content te 
| acquieſce cherein, ard continued langnithing year after 
' year, in hope ar laſt to bave taſted thole Fruits of Free. 
/| dom, which ſeemed ro ſhoot forth and flouriſh in the 
| Bud, atthe beginning of thac Eflabliſhnent ; But when 
| {after the intercurrence of divers years, all our hopes 
| oma blaſted, in regard particular Members became tu» 
| {dious of Parties and private Intereſts, negleRing the 
{publick ; and by rcaſon of their dilatory Proceedings in 
|. {theHouſe,and unlimited arbitrary decifions at Commits 
'rees, wholly perverted the end of Pariiancnts ; ſo thag 
the people being delayed (and ſo in cffc& denied) An» 
ſwers to their Petitions, no dote being open for the re« 
dreſs of Grievances, nor any hope ot eafing the people 
of rheir burthens. it was found ar lengih by experience, 
that a ftanding Perlamut was it ſelf the greateſt Grie« 
vance z which appeared yet the more excceaing!y gric. _ 
vous, in regard of a viſible deſign, carricd on by ſome 
among them, to have perperuated the power in their own 
hands, inſomuch that they never made any the leaſt ſhew 
| of a new Repreſentative or Parliament, till they undet= 
Nood that the Army were 1eſolved ro cnd their fittings 
Then it was, and not before, that they brought on their 
Bill for a new Repreſentative ; and this n ec11y out of der 
Ggn roo, that they might have had ſome ſhavow of Pre» 
text tothwart or ſcandalize thar moſt necefiary work of 
Diflolution by the Artny. Bur notwirhſtanding, admig 
that they had been real in their Intentions, for the pug» 
ting a jeriod to their own Authcrity (as was pretended) 
and giving way to a ſucceſſion by the promoting of thar 
Bill; yer conkdering the very form of ſuccefli ve Parlt= 
ments deſcribed therein , intending that the Supream 
Apthosity ſhould be lodged in Buznial te | 


(10) 
' and that they ſhould have pawer to fir ro make Lays , 


and Govern from two. years to two years ſucceſſively, 
(keeping by thar means the Supream Legiſlative power 


reſpet of freedom and ſafety, are diſcernable to every 

eye, and would have proved a remedy worſe than the di- 
. feaſe. For beſides the infinite number of Laws which 
* would have bin Enacted by the ronſtanr fitting of the 

Supream Authority, that in a few years no man could 
' have told how to have behaved himfelf, either jn reſpe& 

of his life or eſtate, (as is known by expcrience of the 
| laſt Parliament, who made more Laws then had been in 
| * ſome hundreds of years before) the Suprcam Powers of 
* making Laws, and of putting them in execution, were 

by chat Bill to have been diſpoſed in the ſame hands ; 

which placing the Legiſlative and executive Powers in 
. the ſame perſons, is a marvcllous In-let of Corruption 
# and Tyranny : whereas the keeping of theſe two apart, 
# flowing in diſtin Channels, ſo thar they may never 
| micer in one (ſave upon ſome tranſitory extraordinary 
| occaſion) there lies a grand Secret of Liberty and good 
| Government : And _ it be of adangerous import, 
& that they ſhould both reſt in the hand of any fngle per- 
ſon, excluding the Community; yer the conſequents are 
F abundantly more pernicious, when they are graſped by 
many becauſe asa particular perſon is eaſily noted for 
* his exceſſes; ſo particular offenders find ſhelter, in a 
' .  Multicude, when whatſoever they At uſually pafleth in 
* the name of the whole Body ; by which means, in effe &, 
if they become unaccountable for abuſes in Government. 
} And how eafily ſuch abuſes mighr have been juſtified in 
| 


F a Parliamentary way, is apparent enough; ſecing an 
opportunity was given in that Bill, ro the next, or any 
' ſucceeding Parliament (no manner of balance or Check 
xing reſerved upon them) by claiming an abſolute Au. 


. the 


o 


_ alwaies,in being) the evil conſequences thereof both in 


oricy.xo be in themſelves, for gyer to haye continued = 


” ha & 6 © wo 


£ ls 4. to Y 
the power (if they pleaſed) in their own hands, upon 
pretenrions of ſafecy ; by which means the Pcople muſt 
eicher wholly have loſt their Liberty» -cx been involyed 
again in Bloud,to remove the one, and redeem the 0- 
ther ; for, icis very evident, how prone men in Power * ' 
are to keep up themſelves, even from the carriage of the | 
late Pai lzament, which, had ir been left to itſelf, would 
unqueſtionably have ſat for ever, , 
And therefore it was the wiſdom of our Anceſtors, ſo 

ro temper the Government of our Nation in time paſt, . 
that they lefc the Supream Law-making Power among 
the people in Parliament, to fit at ſome times, and be- 
eruſled the Execiutzon of Law, with the myſteries of Go= 
vernment, inthe hands of a ſingle perſon and his Coun=- 
cil. But the Leaders of the Par l:ament, ſteering another 
Gourſe in their Biennial Bu!l, did ſer open a wide door 
to the aforeſaid Inconveniences, in that ominous Scheam 
of Government by them propounded, And thereby, as 
alfo by their own milcarriages, made it manifeſt ro the 
judgments of the moſt ſober and well-affe&ed People 
that nothing of ſettlement or ſarisfa&tion could be ex 
pected from them, in order to the remedy of growin 
evilsand neceſſities, or to the preſervation of the chic 
ends of the late War. Andin truth, ir being utterly im- 
poſlible in that corrupted State, through long continu- 
ance in an unaccountable condition of Authority, that 
they who made ir the main of their buſineſs ro exerciſe 
an arbitrary power in Committes, and promote parties 
and Factions among themſelves, and were like in a ſhore 
time to overwhelm the ancient Liberties and Propertics 
of the People, and encreaſe rheir yexarions, chrough the 
malcicude of unneceflary Laws ( many of which were 
made upon' occaſion of, and to ferye and ſuie with the 
Concernments and Intereſts of particular Members, } 
ſhould become the Inſtruments of our long deſired eſta» 
bliliment; And fecing no regard was had to themany _ 
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Humble foflicications of the Army, applyed to the moſt 


confiderable Members of the Houſe, thar others mighr 
ſucceed intheir places, to perfe thar good work which 
we had wich ſo much patience expefed ; theretore ir be- 
came an A& nolels pious then neceſlary, for the Army 
ro interpoſe upon the ſame equitable grounds 3s hereto» 


fore, in like caſes of extremity, and (no ordinary med'um 


being left) to provide for the Main, ina way irregular 
and cxtraordinary,by a timely Diflolutien; the conſidera- 
tion ofthe ſaid ends of our Engagement,and of Govern= 
ment it ſelf, heing equally paramount to the priviledg- 
esof Pariiament, as to the i rerogative and Perſons of 
Kings. 


. Andnow the Army having proceeded thusfar in that | 


unaccuſtomed ( yer maſt necefſary ) way of aQtion, not 
withoue much regret and hazzardto themſelves ; where- 
as ill-mjnded men have taken occaſion thereupon to 


blaſt che fincerity ofthat AR, as if it had been an unwor. 


thy conſequence of ſome long fore laid Defign upon 


grounds of of Policie; there needs(we ſuppoſe)no other 


confutation of that calumny, rhen a bare confideration 


of the irre{olution- and unpreparednefs of the Army at - 
tha: time, as co any particular way of Settlement. For 


although the Army (outof the ſenſe they had of the evils 

ing over our heads, and which were like to encreaſe 
while the Parliament fate) had raken ſome conſideration 
how to remedy the ſame, and had before had conference 


' abour it with ſeveral Members of Parliament ; yer until 


they were aQually diflolved, no Reſolurtions were cakers 
in what Model to caſt the Government; burir was after 


the ſaid diflolutiondebated and diſcufled by the Officers ' 


of the Army, as es integra ; the Queſtion being then 
pur, Whether the Power thould be relerved in che hands 
of a few, or of greater number of perſons, in order to an 
Efabliſhment: It was conceived by ſome, rhar the form- 
er would prove the more effeRual Mean; bur by others 
&, ar 
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. proved fidelity; in the choice of which perſons ſuch indif- 


 withour ground;foraſmuchas itwas apprehended,the per- 


poſed to have a ſpirit as large as the intereſt of Gods peo« 


' yarious diſputes about them) and do neither apoſtarize 


thar the latter would be every jot aseffeRual,and beſides 

bring this advantage along wich it, that it would'be 
much more ſarisfa&ory ro the generality of the Army, 
and to the good people of the Nation : whereupon, the 
Officers being defirous (as much as in them lay) to pro- 
more a Succeſſion of Supream Aﬀemblies, in that form 
ofa Free-State or Common-wealch which had been de- 
clarcd by Parliament, ir was at length reſolved to fall 
upon the latrer, as being ſuppoſed the moſt rational way 
(conſidering all circumſtances atending the conſticution 
of affairs ) to provide for the eaſe & fatisfaQtion of the 
people: and in order hereuntoit was agreed likewiſe, thae 
ſuch perſons ſhould be called rogerher our of the ſeveral 
Counties, as were reputed men tearing God, and of ap« 


ferenciewas uſed, and ſo equal liberty allowed toall then 
preſent with the General, that every Officer enjoyed the | 
ſame freedom of nomination, and the maority of ſuffrage 
carried ir for the ele&ion of cach ſingle Member : By 
which means the ſupream Power of the Nation was de+ 
volyed and be-rruſted into the hands of thoſe men thus 
eleed, to all intents and purpoſes, 

And truly, the hopes conceived,andexpeQations rai-ſed 
from the a, ot that Aſſembly, were neither few nor 


ſons generally were men of godlineſs & honeſty ,and ſup. ' 


ple, (& ſurely many ſuch there were among them) which 
Incereſt is doubtleſs of ſuch a latitude, that all men who 
have the evidence of Regeneration; of Faith and Love, 
( chough under different Forms, or nor perſwaded yer 
what Forms they ought ro ſubmir unto, by reaſon of the 


fiom Forms and deride them, nor reje& Chriſt in the 
Communion of Saints, nor light the holy Scriptures, 
{which praRiſes are altogether inconſiſtent with Godlis 
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-. withſtanding che' fign> of Regeneratiog appear nota" fe 
ther) thouid enjoy the benefir ot their relpeative:Inge? Þ by 
_ eſts, wherher in Arcicles'of War, or- any other Claims 6f- 'Te 
| A Civil cognizance-Bur on the contrary, ic ſo telloitn, 
,a Moxt rime, that there appeared many in this: Aſſembly 
of very contrary principles ro: the” Intereſt-aforeſaid'z* *Þ 
which lcd them violently on to actempe and prootore mas |; 
| Ay things ,*the conſequence whereof (however it might 
;, Hor be intended by whe generality of them,) would have 
; been 4 /abverting the Funlamenta! Laws of the Land, the *. 
| deftruition of Propriety, and an utterexti:guiſhingthe Mie 
| 7:fleryof the Goſpel. In truth. their principles ledthem rb 
SS RET IK Gown all and, eſtabliſhing nothing : So that in- 
Kead ofthe expe&ed Sertlemetir, they were running out 
anto-meer Anarchy arid confuſion, | 
$_ -, - For the further clearing whereof, itwill be convenient 
Hereto give a ſhort Syſteme of their Principles anda&- 


you 
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Laws of the Nation. 3 tothe Army ; And thoughave take 
lictle pleaſure in a diſcourſe af this nature , which tends 
| tow laying.open the weakneſs and Failings of our Bre. . 
ren; yer ſeeing ir is for their ſakes that we doit, whoin . 
popular disorders and confufons, will have the greateſt 
ihar2 of miſery and oppreſſion; We conceive it very ne- 
ceflaryro ſpeak our knowledge therein, and ſhall proceet 
with all tenderneſs in the Relation, wich intent (not to 
of any, bur ) onely to ſhew how far the Members 
Themſelves were concerned in conſcience and duty, to 
relolye upon. the difſolution of that AſfemHly; 
And firſt as to R:ligion, We muſt here (with grief of 
heart) remember , how often the profeſſion of it, the 
"Ordinances, and the very name of Chriſt was blaſpheme © * 
ed by faſtening a mark of Antichriſtianilin upon every ... 
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thing they liked ngt; whar ſevere Aras Pat A exam 6, SY, 
Tete owned by thoſe yery nyen, who had ſo often 


* "Tg ercro- 
— fore. d claimed againſt ir, as that which hath been an oc 
ES \Zaliandf fpilling the Bloud of many Thouſandsof preci- 
* [ons Saints, and. would again (under ſtranger pretences) 
ig.athorrrime , have introduced a new Fury of perſecuu 
tion more high thanever; and bydecrying all otherways 
4 td cſtabliſh their own, have impoſed a more than Anti= 
'|-£hriſtiafYoak upon the necks of believers, Hence itwas 
thar they unſainted every man, whoſe Conſcience was nog 
. | ofthe.ſame ſize with their own, and condemned all as E-. 

-| nemies to Reformation who, kept nut an even pace with 
themſelves in ihe Hodfe,. or with the hor men ar Black= 
Friers Meeting, who pronounced all the Reformed Churs 
ckesto be as the Ourworks ro Babylon, andthar they muſt 
; be taken down before there could be a coming at the 
- | main Fort. Thus they became Judges oyer their Brechren 
.4..branding them as men of carnal and Antichriſtian ſpi- 

Prins, oppoſers of the work of God, '&c, becauſe not of the 

ſameperſwaſion in the —_ held forth by them, chougle 

Itttle wa#faid to convince thoſe that were contrary-mind- 

ed: Nevertheleſs, they proceeded fo far as to make this 
the Foundation of a Breachin the Houſe, among perſons 
.' | of the ſame Faith, and under a high name for Religion x 
by which means themſelves became the greatobſtrufors 
of the work of Reformation and Settlement. * And now i& 
rhele things had been managed by themin a fair ſeemi 

Y courſe of Reaſon and Argument, there mighe (perhaps 

| have been a way open'd to give-or receive farisfation x 

but alas, that [poſing ſpirit of theirs was aQuated, by a 
more high and aQive ſpirit of Dreams and Phantafi , 


of + 


| » 
F which ſeran end to reaſoning, andledthem our to a pre= 


rence of infalibillity in all their dererminarions;and whae 
Influence this would have had in time upon mens Eſtares 
and Properties, is cafily apprehended; ſeeing ſuch a ſpirie 
as knows neicher Bong nor Boundin tuings rot, 
pee 4 Ld - CIV. 
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divil, would ſcon have urged their arbitraryDiQatesan 
' Deciſions for Law as well as Goſpel. Upon this account | 


_ clarethewhole Miniſtry of the Nation Antichriſtian, and p 


ther Rights, as civil men, and Members of rhe C— | 


FINN 


(65. 


it was, tharthey and thcir followers preſumed alſo, ro de = 


becaule thoſe in power did not readily concur with then 
in the ſame opinion, they branded both the Governors E 
and Government , as Babyloniſh and Antichriſtian; wr 


which ſuppoſition onely (without reaſoning the marcer 
they would have pulled down the Miniſtry both root and'*® 
branch; and their party abroad in Pulpirs, uttering many 

peremptory predictions of the remove or downfall, borhi©© 
of the one and the other. And whereas it was conceived® 
neceſſary by many of the Houle , thar all ſatisfaQion?" 
Hould be given to all the godly of the Nation, in refer= 


- *Ence to a reformation of the Miniſtry,by ejeRing ſuch as 


were ſcandalous, at length an Expedient was thought of? 
and'brought in from a Committee by way of Reporr ; 
rhat Commiſſtoners ſhould be ſent into cach County; with 
power toenquire into the lives nd DoQtines of Mini-'© 
ſters; and remove ſuch as were offenſive, or ſcandalous to 
their holy profeſſion; yer when the Queſtion was pur, ? 
# paſſed in the- Negatzvc; nothing would ſatisfie but the © 
Miniſters muſt down, and be — out of all (both good b 
and bad) ro ſeck a ſubfiſtance for Themielves and their|* 
Families; whichhad becnnor onely a manifeſt invaſion of! 
*weakh, -and a grievous intrenchment upon the liberty of 
thetr Conſciences,. and of thoſe who have been converts 
edby their Miniſtry ; but ſecirg alſo, thar many; ar the 
fame inftant when rhey prefled this exterpation, profeſied 
fully -againſt che Magiſtrares powerin any martersof Res 
Ngidn, andparcicularly that of placing or ſending forth 
rhen'ito preach the Goſpel , we cannot underſtand what 
hopetherecould be, ot ever having a conſtant preaching 
Miniſtry re-ſerrled in this Nation. And yet all thewhile, 
theſe tven would haverheworld believe, that they are for 
ITETES = , K 
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Godly Miniſtry , for Liberty of Conſcience, and thar 


=_ hey abhor impoGag upon their Brerhren+ Bur by theſe 
wy defhings you may fce, wharthe conſequents of their Princis * 


ples would be couching Religion. [ot 
then). 11- As tothe Lzws and Civil Rights of the Nation; 
nors When the point of Law came into conſideration in the 
upo Houſe,che one Party was for pruning away its exuberan= 
rrer YEE and ſuperfluities; the ocher, tor a hewing down of 
- an he main Body: The more fober Judgments were for a 
regulation of the Law, by making ic more ſuccinR, ins - 
borh/*<lligivle, and certain) aSallo to remedy the abuſes of irg 
ive 22d render ir lels tedious and chargeable ro che People ; 
tion J<c nothing would ſerve the other, bur a rotal eradicati- 
fer. of the old, andintrod:!Qion of a new : And ſo the 
-h ag899d old Laws of Englzzd (the Guardians of our hiyes 
it of90d Fortunes) eſtablith*d with prudence, andconfirmed 
__ 'by the experience of many ages and gencrations(the pre 
wichyſcrvation whereof was a principal Ground of our late 
/Quarrel with che Ring) having been once abolithed, 
s to What could we have expected afterward, buran inthron« 
ur, Ing of arbitrary Power in the Sears of Judicature, and an 
the Expoling of our Lives, our Eſtates, our Libertics, and 
ood 211 that is dear unto us, as a Sacrifice to the boundleſs 
heir|appetite of meer Will and Pleaſure. For, ithath been 
1 of {aid of old; The Law is that which puts a difference be= 
one {rixt Good and Evil, betwixt Fuft and Hnjult : If you 
= | once tale away the Law, all things will fall into a confuſt< 
rr [074 every man will become a Law unts himſelf, which 31. 
ths [bc depraved tondition of Humane Nature miſt nceds pro= 
Jed (duce many great Enormities : Luſt will become a Law, and 
Faey will become a Law, Covcetouſneſs and Ambition will 
ref [6ecome Laws; and what Ditftates, what Deciſions ſuch 
hag [as will produce , may eaſily be diſterned; As for our 
ng |Parts, we inthis Nation may eaſily perceive the eyent of 
le; |fach courſes, having lived ſome years ac the pleaſure of 
fog | long-continued Parljament , who contrary to their + 
8 I | Bz  _ Erufh-- 
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ſter Law and Juſtice, according to their own wills, and 
endeavoured to perpetuate the Office ot Adminiſtration 
in their.own hands, againſt the wil! of the People 5 In 
which Acts of abſolute and Lordly p:wer, as they were 
followed ro the heels by this 1:ſt Atlembly , ſo theſe ex 

cceded them in other dangerous atrempts, which extend 

ed nctonly to the abolicion of Law, bur to the urter ſub»! 
verſion of Civil right & Propriery. Forgthere was a Pars 
a of men among them, who aſlumed uo themſelves only 
the name of Saints, trom which Title they excluded all 


_ others char were nor cf their Judgment and opirion, and; 


therefore ſeeing it is a'name rliar ſhall be had in ever-) 
Iafting honour ; we are heartily ſorry to have ſeen it ſo' 


* Wretchedly abuſedin this Age of light and godlineſs, as' 


that the pretence of it hath by fome men been intended 
for a Rite to the adyantages of worldly power and glory,, 
above the reſt of their brethren. i 

For, what elſe could be the intention of thoſe in the 
laſt Houſe 2 who were no ſooner mer, but they would 
have waved the way of Call upon a humane account , 
and generally -made pretence to an extraordinary Call 
from C{:7:ſt himſclf, and to rake upon"them to rule the 
Nation by vertue of a ſuppoſed Right of Saintſhip in 
themſclycs ; and upon this principle would have laid the 
foundation of a new platfurm, which was to go under the 
name ofa Fifth Moaarchy, never to-have anend, bur to 
war with all other powers, and break them in peeces, 
In order wHereunto, that they might make way for this 
Fifth. Ki:edom, they and their party having wreſted and 
fitted Scriptures for their turn, proteſled and declared 
abroad (and into this principle and perſwafion they ba- 
prized all cheir Pcoſelytes) that che puwersin being were 
all branches of the Fourth Monarchy, which muſt be 
rooted up and deſtroyed ; whereupon they rook the con- 
's ; pk  * dence 


EX (18)  - 
. * Truſt, and the nature of a 2.17/-amert (whole great work; 
-15 to make Laws) tovuk upon then ordina! ily co admant; 
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tk! gdence nor only to aſperſe and judge whole States and ' 


nt! Governments, and prophetic their ruine, but did, as . 


ne ach as in theiu iy, devove them to deſtruction, and 
on thereby prepare the ſpirits of the people to imbrace any 
| oppor:unity to tollow them and pur their deftgns in exe + 
cution. So that it their deſign of ſetting vp the Fifth 
eX] Monarchy according to the dreams they had ef it, had 
1d} taken effet, wherein men could bave had no other 
tÞ-/ Right but what they muſt have dcrived from them and 
Ir*| their party; it is no hard matter to diſcern how the con1- 
ly; mon Intereſt of this Nation would have been ſwallowed 
alll up by a particular FaQion, and what a pernicious En- 
nd) oine ic muſt have proved to the perverting of all Order 
= among Men; frdfowch as by turning the ſtream of Goe 
9! vernment our of irs proper channel, it would have utter 
as Iy ccnfounded the whole courſe of natural & civilRighr, 
ed. which is the only Baſis or foundation of Government in 
5; thi: world. And theref"re ſecing their defign was of ſo 
| bigh a nature, as it aim'd atno leſs than the cxtirpation 
he: of Law, and Government irſclf, andofthe main Rights, 
1d, and Intereſts of the People relating thereunto; ir is the 
> Jeſs needtul ro mention their intrenching upon other 
1, Rights which are of an inferior conſideration, as in the 
© matter of Tythes, and of Patronage and preſentation of 
n; Miniſters to Livingss Concerning which we ſhall only 
1c ſay,thar in chis,as in a!l other chings nothing of modera- 
ie rjon would content them. Irwas propound d,asthemore 
9) ſober and equitable way, Thar perſons of eminent piety. 
$4] and fidelity might be appointed. ro judge of ſuch Minj- 
18! ſters as ſhould be preſented by Patrons + but they would 
d| 1dmir of no fuch regul.;tion, running out into the ex- 


; 


i=] tion. Andinche debate thereof they forbore nor to diſ-, 
el coyer the principle whereby: they did jr, judging all 
© men to be carnal and Antichriſtian, 'thay differedin opi- 
| nion from them — © FER 
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dl ftream, & quite vored away the whole right of Preſenta- 
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| _ able to ſerve their own willsand phant'ſics 


(20). 
1TI, As concerning the Army, this being the grea® 
Impediment in the way of their Moindrcny, they were n9 


withour their deſigns alſo upon ic: which nor being to |. 


be contended with by any open attempt , they pio- 
ceeded towards it by other merhods, For, when the ne« 


i cctlary continuation of affeſsments came to be debarcd 


In the Hou{e, they laboured might and fhain(under {pe- 
cCious prerences) to have caſt our the Bill, and fo ag once 


ro have cur all the finews of the Army and their ſubtle | 
Kence, the only viſible ſupport of the Natiens ſecurity : 
the conſequence whereof would have been an cxpolirg. | 


of rhe Souldiety to Free-quarter and diſorder, and there- 


dy rhe Country to rapine; all ſupplics muſt have been | 
cut off likewjſe from the Navy, and our Affairs and | 
Friends left to fink or ſwim in 1re/and and Scotland ; yea, | 


and allthis ar ſucha time of unuſual danger and necefh1 » 
ty, when Scotland was unquict, the Commonewealth 
engaged with Enerics abroad, and forcedto an extraou= 
dinary Charge for the maintenance of our Fleers at Sea, 


m_ 


which are as the Walls and Bulwarks of this Nation a- 
gainſt Invaſions of Forreiners. Burt the Bill of Aﬀeſs. | 
ments being paſt, and their intentions this way fruftra- | 
ted, their next merhod was to have alter'd the Govern- | 
ment of the Army, and to have commirred it to ſuch | - 


hands as would have afliſted them in their intended 
Transformation. As a preparative hereto, all Courſes 
were taken to make the Army ogious, the Officers aſper- 
ſedwith the title of Zaniſarzes, and men ſet up in Pul- 
pics, whoſe daily work was to caſt dirtupon all perſons 
m Truſt and Power, in the Aimy and elſewhere, by proe 


_. claiming themto be Penſioners cf Babylon, and the Go. 


vernment Antichriſtian : which licencious Tongues 
wete not only encouraged herein by the preſence, bur 


-afliſted (manyrimes) by the perſons 'of fome of their Pa- 


wons in the Jare Aﬀembly, Nor did theſemen reſt here: 


within 
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within the Houſe, fo eafily as they deſired z then they 
reſolved to divide and ſeparate themſelves from the 04 
ther Members, who toilowed them not in their exceſles, 
and ro conſtirure themſelves into a Power diſtin& from 
them. To this end, they led off divers well-meaning 
Gentlemen of the Houſe along-wich them, to private 
Meetings of their \own appointment, upon Pretence of 
ſecking rhe Lord by prayer for direction. - Bur, ro the 
great diſhonor of God, and prophanation of his holy 
Ordinances, the uſe rhat was made of thoſe Meetings by 
the Gontrivers of them, was, only tor the better carry-. 


| - Ing on of things that they had beforehand reſolved to 


act. - Andin order thereto, they took liberty to arraign 
and condemn rhe perſons and proceedings of their 
fellow-Members, aad provoked others ro Remonſtrare 
and Proteſt againſt them; ſaying, Thar if che Houſe 
then firting ſhould ſend for them, they ought nor coobey 
them : Deviſing alſo ar the ſame Meetings, which wayro 
pſepolleis all che gathered Churches in _—_— by Let» 
ters, and wich Reports of their own to ſcandalize the 
Government in the opinion of our Brethren ia thoſe 
Churches, whole Libercies we tender as our own it the” * 
L ord, and for whoſe farisfaRion this Diſcourſe is chiefly 
intended ; ehdeavouring thereby to lead aſide the godly 


\ © ofthe Land into miſtakes and ofiences. And when they 


could not obtain a general conſehr- to' write unto the 
Churches , becauſe many of thz Meeting perceivedithe 
evil of this buſineſs, iciy as left tro every mans diſcretion 


to write as he ſhou}2 fee cauſe and occaſion. Beſides all - 


this, dire&ion was given at a Mecting, to pull down 
ſome of the grear Officers,and pur others in their places; 
thereby to create ſuch diſcontents and enwlations. a» 
mong the Souldiery, as would probably have divided 
and embrued them in each others blood, and expoſed | 
chem and-rhe whole Nation. for a prey to the common | 
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+ Things being ar this paſs, and the Houſe (through | 


5 


Tr ee ee ICE 


or 


— 


-#heſe proceedings ) perfeftly disjointed, and the two 
— wound up to ſuch a height of animoſity, that they 
were as much divided, as if they had-been people of two 
diſtin& Nations, mutually contending for each others 
Rights, ir was in vain to look for a Settlement of this 


Nation from therh thus conſtituted ; but on the contra-. 


Ty, nothing elſe could be expeRed, bur that the Commons. 


wealth ſhould fink under their hands, and the great 
Cauſe hitherto ſo happily upheld and maintained, be for 
ever loſt, through their prepoſterous management of 


thoſe Aﬀairs wherewith they had been truſted. And | 


therefore the major part of that Aſſembly being convin« 
ed, that they could fir no longer, without incurring the 
'guilt of char deſtruQion which was coming on the whole 
Fand, did upon the 12. day of Decembc; 1 6 5 3. by ſub- 
ſcribing their Names to an Inſtrument in writing, refign 
up their powers and Authorities to his. now Highneſs 
C then Gaptain-General of all the Forces of this { 0m 
#0:-wealth) in theſe following words : ” 


December 12; 165 3. 


BOP Po a Action this day made in the 
DE N*: Houſe, That the fitting of this P ar= 


liament any longer 4s now Conſtitus 


l 
) 


= 
= 
4, 


v ted, will not be for the good of the 
Common-wealthz and that therefore it was 


requiſite to deliver up unto the Lord General . 


Cromwel, the Powers which they received from 
\Him, Theſe Members whoſe names are under=- 


' :Ixrittes, have and do bereby reſigne their ſaid 
| Papers to his Excellencie, 


Which 


5 448 | 
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it was neceſſary to take ſpeedy conhideration, in what , 
Form to dilpoſe the: Government, 43 o have Continued 
acin.a Militaty way, had been dangerous ; and incon= 
Hiſtent with the Freedom of the Pe-ple, and by conſe- | 
quence to have inthroned power and force «+bove Law, 


land left both the inſticuting ard executing of Law to the. 


arbicrary diſcretion of the Souldicr, who being girtwith 


cure his own will in place of Law, withoutcheck or con- 
;trole, having all force at his own diſpoſition; which muſt 
ſhave introduced very great inconveniences. 

: 

| To haye returned back again to Repreſentatives,as the 
Parliament had propounded in their Bicnnial Bill, and ſo 
its have governed theſe Nations by Parliaments alwaies 
ſicting: not onely clear reaſon, bur experience evincerh, 
thar ncither Satcty nor Liberty could be expected there- 
in. Parliaments always fitting are no more agreeab'e to 
the temper of this People, than it is to a narural Body to 
take always Phyiick inſtcad of Food: For, the prime end 
of the Parliamentary conſtitution is, to make Laws, and 


that becauſe the great Body ot the People may ſometimes 
abound with ill humors anddiſtempers,theretore it ſhould 
be perpetually under the hands of it's Phyſicians ; This 

ay ſooner killthan cure. The ordinary prevenrive phy- 
ick in a State againſt growing maladies, is execution and 


(adminiſtration of law and juſtice which muſt be left co irs 


Officers; bur Legiſlation or the power of Law-makigg is 
then properly exerciſed, when they are grown to a height 
and have nced of ſtcong purgation ; which it conſtantly 


both Swords of War and Civil Juſtice, would. be apt to. 
miſtake, and drai the one inſtead. of the other, to exe-. 


{Which being done, and thercby all power of Govern- 
ment devolved upon the Genezal, as Head of the Army*+. * 


redreſs grievances. Now it cannot ihreaſon be imagined, ' 


uſed, vitiates the C omplexion, enervates the natural vi- 


% » 


gor, and fortifies thi; diſcaſcby a more abundant acceſit- . 


_ 


(24) 
on of pernicious humors. Whar Common-weaſlth tharh. 
hath bur a face of civility, can be ſuppoſedro have PeoJ,} 
pleof fo forlorn a dil; 5 Io at all times, and things 1oh, 
continually out of order, :hat it will require a perperua} 
application of new Laws for remedy: Which it admitted 
would in a thorr time require ſome Ages to read over un- 
numerable Statutes, and reduce the buſineſs uf Law to a 
bad condition , as it was in the Xoman Empire befote the 
daysof 7uſtinian, when by long crat of crime the Lawsj; 
were {woln into ſo prodigious a heap of intractable vo- 
lumns,that the Law-profeflors themſclveswere oppreſſedf,, 
under the weight of them, as well as the People. And as, 
to what concerns ushere in England, we were fairly com-,1, 
ing on tothe ſame paſs; ſo many Laws having been endebay 
ned the laſt Parliament, that our Gentlemen of the Robe), 
know very well what ado there is to reconcile one LawF 
and Ordinancewith ahother, how incongruousrhey are ia, 
reſpe& of themſelves and in reference to many ancicnt; 
Laws which immediately concern the Liberty of the Pecos, 
ple. So that had they been left to their own will to have ' 
ſat ordaining as long as they liſt, a few years more would| , 
have moſited the Statute-book above the reach of a Stu+ 
dents purſe, and advanced ic tothe fize of an antient Lis) , 
222, which was held ſuſficicnt of it ſelf ro ſer our a whole; 
Library ; by which means the Senſe of Law could never; , 
have been exrricated our of endleſs Intanglements, but] 
being loſt in the Labyrinth of irs own Bulk, ic muſt hayg 
proved a miſerable vexation both ro Lawyer and Client, 
Theſe would have been the cffeRs of ever-firting Parlia4 
ments in point of Law-making. But as to an afluming to 
themſelves alſo a diſtribution of Law and Juſtice, it is : 
thing not to be once named among a free People , whoſe 
ſecurity lies in having an eafie open way of Appeal, i 
caſc of wrong done by Juſticers; which can yery rarely, © 
never be had againſt the [njury of ſo ſupream a Court as 
_ =Pacliamear, ir bring the higheſt, Bur admit they were 


account 
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: thatk countable ever to the ſucceeding Parliament, yet 
©OJ hen all is don2) ir would be a hard marter ro queſtion 
% great a Body, a courſe very ill-beſ-eming the dignity 
FW ePailiaments; and asdifficult a point to pick our Otfcn= 
tted 2rs, a way too much reflecting upon the liberty of Parli- 
I Nbaut, which liesin a f:cedom-of Debate; and this Every 
© Shan will challenge, and ſay he did bur ſpeak his Judge- 
e theg eur » if any one ſhould te called roaccount for promo» 
LaWSfng an unjult detcrin:nativn, Nay,pur caic thar particular 
"j-aPfenders of this kind couldbe fingled our of che Houle, 
, q cor all this, rhe pcople would be very delperately to feck 
af remedics againſt their arbitrary DiQates , becauſe 
0MN-thoſe great maliminous Bodies of Pailiaments are bur 
5 2w in motion , and attendance will quickly exhauſt a 
s *Eood purſe and patience, betore any thing can be done; 
Wihe truth of all which we well knew by experience , 
WO through the continued Scilion of the late Parliament. 
IU Where Law is diſpenſed , there ſhould upon occafion of 
©" /;njury be a ready patlage to redreſs againſt the Diſpen= 
ſers, or elſe as good be without any Lay at all z Purthis 
" d cannor be expected from continual Parliaments, and 
1” thercfore as they were never intended for executioners 
| of Law (ir being the peculiar Tasks of inferior Courts) 
ole, and as there is noneed , bur very great inconvenience 


bud that they thou!d be buſied ill in framing Laws, which is 


av 


their principal work ; ſo it muſt of neceſſity be granted, 
that their perperuared ficting in the Nation, would have 

been unneceflary, dangerous, and its moſt deplorable 
{ grievance. : 

Laſtly, ro have called again particular perſons to the 
Supream Government, in the way laſt raken by — 
the lare Aſſembly, the 2vil thereof was roo notorious a 
freth in memory , and therefore dangerous to venture a 
fplicring upon that Rock again, which had been bur news 
ly eſcaped. We, and all the People, had necd beware of 
that miſtaken principle, which had like ro have ——— 

: : © 
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the common Intereſt of our Nation, 'For, we cannor ye 

bur +dmire at the ſe mens open and violent avowing th rhe 
- Point of State-hereſic, That Godly perſons, thoueh of mal © 
unde-(tanding, a little ability of mind in pubiich ++ ffarrs| VE 
are more jit for Government than men 0' great knowledge 


wiſiom. if cadied onely with natural Parts, and moral Vis wo 
tues;, Whercupon they are'too apr to think , that non Ic 
c 


ought to be intruſted in Government our godly perſons 
or ſich as are Saints by ca'ling, who ſhall bave immedid 
are aſliſtance from God ſuicablero their work. But alas; 
our lare experience hath ſufficiencly taug.u us, that Go 2 
works not now in any ſuch extraordinary way , but hath © 
lefr the world tobe ordercd by the moral impr. vement of b 
natural Endowments and Faculties 1 he butine(s of Go. ſ 
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| en: if by prayer they might obrain ſo much favour under 
{ chem, asto live a quicr and peaceable life, The knowledg 


;\ world , bur for more high and noble.ends ; as to live in 
communion with God, to bridle and quench a mans luſts 
1 and diſorderly aff-Qions, and to ſubje& the whole inward 
manto the Kules of another, even a {piritual Kingdom, 
It is a thing indeed to be withed, that Governors mighr 
1 always be endued with the grace and the knowledge of 
| God inChriſt, added to thoſe great gifts of moral yercue, 
Wiſdom and Prudence, bceaule. 1: puts a luſtre upon 
them all, and makes che Government very beautiful ; 
bur Grace (though moſtly accompanicd with tome mea=- 
ſure of thoſe gifts) doth nor neceflarily qualiftie gracious 
men alwaies with an excelicncie of diſcer2ing in matrers 
of a Civil nature; for, we ſee many rich endowment: of 
Underftanding, Juſtice, Fortitude, patience, &c. In Os 
thecs (which many believers have nor) whereby they 
arc fitted to rule men of ſeveral Tempers and Patſions, 
and to fore-ſee the conſequents of rhings by reaton, and 
in a natural way; which is the only means ordained by 
God to rule the world, who hath left the whole Frame 
2. | of natwehere below to be regulatcd and diſpoſed bythe 
? | naturalman. And therefore. whenever the Magiſtrate 
runs ont of his ſphere ro a& upon orher grounds, or 
when men ſhall aſſure Magiftracie to Themſelves, upon 
any ſach ground (a: aforeſaid) beſide that of natural and 
civil Right. they not only lay a Foundation (as we have 
lately ſeen) tor impoſing upon mens conſciences, and 
ſevere perſecution, bur do (as much as in them lies) pro- 
claim war againſt all men beſides their own Opinioniſts, 
cancelling the very Rights of Nature, together with all 
the Bonds of civil ſociety. 

Nor muſt ir be torgotren here, what a Rock ſuch men 
are ready ro ruth upon, who ſhall endeavour to twiſt the 
Spititual and Civil Intereſt both in op62 and {0 _ 
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the Thurch and State of the = extention, as they do 
who hold that none ought to be in Authority bur Saints 
by calling ; for, in this there is a recurring to rhe very 
Papal and Prelatick principle. Upon this notion the 
Pope-firit fer up himſelf, and the Prejares after him, ad- 
ding the Temporal Authority to the Spiricual, and fo 
was, A the Kingdom of Chriſt ro be of this world, as 
thoſe poor deluded ſouls do, who lay the Foundation 


of their Ffi9 Monarchy, upon the fame carnal Sup | 


ſition. 
Wherefore upon theſe, and dirers other confiderati- 


ons, it was ag ced to come to ſome ſuch ſolid and ccre | 
* eaincourſe of ſertlement, as might hereafter barr up the 
way againſt rhoſe manifold inconveniences, which we | 
have felt under other fleeting Forms, and reduce (usas | 


near as may,be, withnoſt convenience) to our ancient 
way of Government, by Supicam Magiſtrates aad Par- 
liaments Andof this nature is the form now cſtavliſhed, 
and already made publick. 

Bur to the end that this may be made clear 2nd mant- 
feſt, we ſhall in the nexrplace diſcourſe ſomewnat con» 
cerning it in general, and chen deſcend to particulars, 
In general, we ſay; that as this laſt Change hath been 
made upon the ſame grounds of reaſon and equity, thar 


© neceſſitated all foregoing changes in the outwardForms, 


and was admitted of abſolute neceflity fo lave a linking 
Nation our of the gult of miſery and confuſion, cauſed 
by the changeable Counſels and corrupt Intereſts of o- 
ther men, who violated their Principles, and brake the 
Truſt committed rothem : So none of thoſe former al- 
terations did ſo truly make good, or fo fully provide for 


the ſecurity of thoſe great cnds of Religion and Liber-. 


ty, which were as the blood and ſpirits running through 
eyery-vein of the Parliament and Armies Declarations ; 
ſo thatthough the Common-wealth may now appear with 
a ncw face inthe outward Form, yer it remains MG 
ams 
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ame in Subſtance, and is of a better complexion and 
onfiicution then heretofore. : 
1 If we take a ſurvey of the whole together, we find rhe 
ad-Þ oundation of rhis Government laid in the People. 
4 ſo [YVho hath the power of altering old Laws, or making 
| as (new? The people in Parliament , without them nothing 
< of this nature can be done; they are to be governed on. 
117 « $19 by ſuch Laws as they have choſen, or ſhali chuſe, and 
P*[not to have any impoſed upon them: Then, who is to 
<4 [adminiſter or govern according to thoſe Laws, and fee 
644 (them pur in execution } Nor a petſon clziwing :n heres 
th, | dirary Righr of Soveraignty,or power over the Livesand 
"© 'Liberties of the N ation by birth, allowing the People 
; neither Right nor Liberty, bur what depends upon Royal 
{grant and pleaſure,according to the renor of that Prero- 
'gative challenged hererofore by the Kings of England 
\under whom, if the C:mmonalty enjoyed any thing 
| they might call thcir own, it was not ſo much to be 
| eſteemed a marter of Right,asa Boon and efteR of grace 
and favour. But the Government now is to be managed 
| by a Perſon that is clcd:vwe, and that Election muſt take 
| Its riſe originally and virtually from the People, as we 
FN } ſhall fully evince by and by, in particular, and ſhew 
| that all power both Lrgiſlzeive and Executive, doth flow 
from the Community z than which there cannor be a 
B | greater Evidence of publick Freedom. 
d Again, as this Perſon is not to exerciſe his Power by 
| a Claim of Inheritance, or by yeriue of any perſonal 
'C | Rightover and above the people ; ſo ir is a thing thar 


l- | heis to receive only by way of Truft, for their denefir 
TC | and protection; and the power he is inveſted with, is 


not ro make him gear and glorious, otherwiſe then in 
order to the peace and advantaye of thoſe thar are go- 
- verned by him; whereas the Kings of this Nation pre+ 
rended alwaics,and maintained an Intereſt of their own, 
© | as chey.yere Kings, diſtinR and ſuperior 'to that of the 
_ | Pcople 
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People ; * which they called their own, 'ag-mutch as an 
particulir man can call his-houſes or Lands bis own” 
wherein he hath a perſonal proprictyz . And as' they did” 
Not hold themſelves to have come in by the People, fe 
neither did they con:eive chemlelves obliged to govern$ 
otherwiſe tl:an for their own greacneſs: And although thi go 
;Dogrine had bin broached in ſome later Books & Prints 
Tha#K7ns SF were 20? for themſelves but for the Peopie z yer 
the Courrtiers Izughed in their ſleeves air, and we kno 
It was eſteemed heretical by the King and his Abertors 7 

Nevertheleſs, how often. and in how maty Declarations 
didthe Parliament promiſe ro make him a great and glo 
rious King ! and were content to have inbraced him in p 
ſuch a poſture , incaſe he had harkend to their defires &F; 
demands ! Whereas now the Terms of Glory and Grear 

neſs are omicced, and a ground-wotk is laid to make the 
: . v5 * . 

Nation great and glorious, and our chicf Magiſtrate ſoy}. 
no otherwiſe than may be conducing to the ſame end: Sofy 
thatirwill appear the Government is ſufficiently popular, 

the ancient Liberties of Ezglan4not only ſecured, bur , 
enlarged; andrhar although the exccntive power be pla- p 
cedin a fingle perſon, yer it ſtands upon a fairer account | 
than informer tixes. | 

But let us proceed now from Generals, ro touch upon. 
Tome of the Particulars in the ſaid Eſtabliſhmentz where 
we find, thata!l the grand Ads of Soveraignty are citherſ 
1inwediately, or influentially, lodged in the People ; nor 

onely (uch 25 chey claimed of right in the time of Kings, f 
bur ſuch as they never made any demand of, 


c 


" TI. Thefirft and great AQ of Soveraignty lies in the 
Enad7i;e, and the allering or annilling of Laws : which isf 
.expreſly provided to be in Parliament, and not otherwiſe 
(ſave inſomeCaſes, and hart onely until the fitting of theſſ: 
next Parliament, the reaſon whereof will appear by and}}] 
by.) And thatthe exerciſe of this $oycraign Power by the 
S. EE people, 
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cople,may.ng; by arty means be avoided, ſure proviſion. 
de likewiſe tor a continual ſucceſſion of Parlaments, 
did being done with ſuch care and circumſpefion,thae the 
ery circu;nſtances of Proviſion are ſufficient to induce a 
derſwalion, that che whole Eſtabliſhment was made with 
naim atthe publick Good, and nor fitredfor the greats 
ing of any particular Perſon. ' Which will farther ap» 
Þcar by the following conſiderations. "3-207 
F I. Conliderwhar care is taken for a ſucceſſion of Pare 
aments, A Parlament is to be called every three years 
Þc leaſt, not leaving ir ar the pleaſure of the chief Magi- 
Nrate, ro doit or nor to do it; but other perſons, in caſe 
- bf his Failer, are impowr'd and requiredto iflue forth 
5 &Þummons withour him ; and that under the penalty of 
s igh-Treaſon, Which Proviſion is agreeable in ſome 
ort to the Trienniall Zill, paſſed in the beginning of the 
Jaſt Parlament ; and thar at ſuch a time, when the Na» 
"tion was juſtly ſenſible of their own-Rights, and when 
hey never dreamt of a perpetual Parliament, nor of e- 
Mug Err firting Parlaments, but deſired only a convenient 
uccefſſion of thoſe Supreme Aſſemblies : And the ſame 
Iefire was often iterated by the Armie, in their Rev 
nonſtrances and Declarations. 
al, >» As to the Conſtitution of Parliaments,irmuſt be obe 
Xx efcrved; Thar the EleGtions of perſons ro fitin Farllament, 
her$< diſtribured in all Counties, withmore equality and 
droportion than heretofore , according to what hath 
\os, Þ*<n often declared, and propounded by the Army ; as 
'B% þlfo that full proviſion is made to prevent Frauds in E- 
eQions, and falſe Returns. And whereas the liberty 
heff =1eQing is reſtrained only ro ſuch qualified perſons in 
ach County, whoſe Eſtates real or pom are valua« 
ble at the ſum of 200l. and they declared capablets- 
le& Members to ſerve in Parlament; ler icbe confide- - 
ed, that che liberty of that kind is drawn forth tae 
" cater latirude, than inthe dayes ot Kings, when this 
— . HO Privts 
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Priviledg was exceedingly curtailed, and communicaredf pre 
to thoſe alone who were called Frec-holders, asif they Re 
only had been the men that ought to be free : But now] ap| 
we conceive it is circumſcribed with: ſuch prudence and} fie 
caution , and it firs neirher roo ſtrejght nor too looſe, tof an 
the Body of our Nation, -» 
. #@ rh 
2. If we conſider whar perſons are to be elefed, aswellj on 
as toeleR, we ſhall finda very Chriſtian moderation uſed} arc 
therein. Care is taken thar ſuch perſons ſhall not be cho aft 
ſen, who were in Arms againſt the Parliament after the aw 
year 1641«unleſsrhey have been fince in the Par l;uments| ma 
Service, and given ſignal Teſtimony of their good Aﬀe.;tlc 
Aionstherero ; by this means ro prevent a bringing intojÞy 
the Sup!eam Councils, thoſe who have ſolately 4, an 
themſelves Enemies to the Cauſe of God, and the true 
Intereſt and Liberty of the People. But yer, there being? .. 
hope, that ſuch men may in ime, by living under a frees wh 
Government, drink in better principles, that incapacitic) &i 
isdetermined after three ſucceeding Tricnnal Paritaments} the 
except they be Koman-Catholicks, or ſuch as have been{}La 
Partakers with che barbarous and bloudy Rebels in 1re-4rog 
lard. And to the end the Qualifications to be obſeryed inja p 
EleRions, may not become void , a power is reſerved inf an 
the Council, to judge and approve of ſuch as ſhall be c4re! 
lected, before they fit ; which Power is to laſt bur for the Fr 
chree next T riennial Parliaments. And this doubtleſs js af hir 
much herrer means, to keep out of the Parliament, men{co! 
disaffeted rothe true intereſt of this Nation,and therebyſto: 
ſecure the Cauſe fo long tought for, than that which a 
panty anthe late Parliameneſeemed to refolveupon, viz, 
ro petperuate themſelves for ever, and rhereby keep ourfPa 
all otherswho might ccall them to an account, expoſingſed 
the piblick ro hazzard for their own private ſecurity ; as} on 
if the. ſafery of the Nation had been bound up in their} ws 
particular perſons, So that as on the ent hand, a fitting} 4 
F proviſion | 


( 
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proviſion is made, to preſerve ar preſent, the Power and 
Reins of Government, in the hands of thoſe who have 
approv*d themſelves faithful in the late great Controyer« 
I fie of Freedom and Liberty ; fo on the other hand a juſt 
and probaple foundation is laid for extinguiſhing all anj. 
moſitics, and putring into oblivion the memorie of all 
| thoſe Feids and divifions contracted by Civil War z noe © 
onely by admirting ſuch tro Government, who ofenemies 
&d| are already become faſt friends, bur by limiting a time, 
od afrer which all diſtinQions of this nature ſhall be taken 
hed away, whereby —_ the bleſſing of God, the people 
2s] may be harmoniouſly diſpoſed to a laſting peace and ſer» 
e. tlement Which things were all particularly declared for 
tojby the Army , inthe year 1647. upon the like grounds 
by and reaſons. | | 


| 

| 
I 
| 
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1g? . 4+ The Power of Parliaments is now ſuch, thar beſide 
ee{ what former Parliaments had, for the examining and re. 
ie) Rifying of exorbirances, calling Officersto account, Ec 
153 they may by rhe preſcnt Conſtitution, make and repeal 
2n{ Laws of themſelves; by which means, thatunlirmired pre 
e-rogative of a Nezative Voice, the Darling of our Kings, 
inja principal Flower of the Crown (as they accounted it) 
inf anda thing which the lare King contended for, is now ut- / 
c4terly abjured, and proviſion made, thar in caſe the-Lord 
he Proteffor do not fign ſuch Bills as ſhall be preſented to 
af him', within ewenty days, then afterward they ſhall of 
nf courſe become Laws , as full and effeual as if his Aﬀſeng. 
»y|tothem had been obrained. 


a 

zf|  5- Laſtly, Conſider the continuance or duration of 

icyParliaments, and it is provided they thall nor be adjourn= 

gf cd, prorogued, nor diflolved for five months ſpace, wirh= 

$f] out their own Conſent; whereas every one knows what 

ry was claimed, andalways.cxercifed by the Kings of Exge 
gf 4nd, ro wit , a Power of diflolving Parliaments ar their 
1 _ _—— is pleaſurg 
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pleaſure: Bur now the Liberty of Parliament is ſettled in} 
thar particular, and ſecured againſt arbitrary and moy 2 
mentany Diflolution , ic being impoſſible for any to dil4y hi 

ſolve them, wichour their own Conſents , before the apy 
pointed time: which being conſider'd, together with their rf 
abſolure Power of Legiſlation, in the manner hereexpreſ4 J 
ſed, we ſuppole there is nothing that can be thought of, 
for the Freedom and proſperity of the People, which may; V 
not be effeRed by the Parliament, though the Protetzor) R 
thould nor give his Conſent thereto. fo 


=: 
x. Butif in reference to this of Parliaments, it be Ob. 7 
jected ; Thatinthe Twenty fourth Article, a Negative, Þ 
Yoiceis placedin the Proteftor, as to whatever is contain- - 7 
ed in the ſaid Eſtabliſhment, and thar in the twelfth Arti- C 
cle, the Members Elected are by their Indentures, to be! * 
debarred-from altering the Government, as i is declared? © 
 tobeinafingle Perſon and a Parliament z and that there-y ſ 
by the Supream Power is limited and reſtrained in things! C 
moſt natural to their truſt & employment, Itis anſwered,; © 
- that though it be nor of neceſlicy , yer irwere a thing to | i 
be wiſhed, that i'opular Conſent might always, and at all] * 
/ times. have the ſole influence in the Inſtitution of Gos) © 
yernments; but when an Eſtabliſhment is once procured,} I 
after the many thakings and Rents of civil Diviſions, and f 
Conteſtings for Liberty, as here now in England, doubr- 
leſs we havethe greater reaſon to value it, being purcha-} © 
ſed at the price of our bloud, out of the clawsof Tyran-þ * 
fiy; and we conceive it highly concerns us, to pur in ſome} \ 
ſure Proviſo, to prevent a razing of thoſe Foundations off * 
Freedom that have been but newly laid; eſpecially in ſuch} 
an Ageasthis, wherein men are very apt to be rooting 
and ſtriking at Fundamentals, and to be running out off * 
one Form into another; and when jr is found alſo, wharf ' 
adyantages the Common Enemy hath made by our being 
in thg condicion of a Floating 1/tand , through negleR * 
| any 


Jid (35) 
nod any certain ſettlement : Which being conſidered, it wag 
diſs high time , ſome Power ſhould pafs a Decree upon the 
ap wavcring humorsof the people, and ſay to this Nation, as 
zeic) the Almighty himſelt ſaid onceto rhe unruly Sea ; Here 
reſd ſhallbe thy Bounds, hitherto ſhalt thou come, and no further, 
of { Now this neceſlary courſe tor fertlement is no more, than 
nay) What was formerly agreed on by the Army , in their great 
#4 Remonſtrance from S* 4/bans, upon the like grounds of 
! reaſon, and uponſuch another occaſion; wherein you may 
; read the like #7001ſo, for tying up of Repre'entarives or 
Jb.. Parliaments, tothe Formof Eſtabliſhment then intended, 
ive. Nor can it be reputed otherwiſe than moſt reaſonable and 
_ neceffary, after fo great Commotions and Canfufions by 
rti., Civil War, as have been in this Nation ; forasmuch as 
be: inſuch Cales, it is very rarely to be expeted or imagin- 
req! £d, thata Government can be ereted/inthe way of Con- 
re., ſent by the people; and ir being moſt needful, that ſome 
1 Government ſhould be; and of unavoidable neceflity, 
-3,. that ſome ſhould ſer down che Rules of it ; and that men 
''- ſhould beried to thoſe Rules, unleſs we would always be 
all; 4lrering and ſhifring of Serrlements , andſo live ever in 
ox! diſtraftion : Theretore ſurely, as this Reſtrition to the 
d, preſent Form, is (confidering the ſtare andtemper of Af. 
ad) fairs) moſt undeniably neceſlary, as the onely courſe to 
7-1 keep us from wandering any more in the Maze of our 
2.4 own Contenrtions; ſo it is no new thing in the world, nor 
n.{ without example from the Army it ſelt; even atthat time, 
when they were by ſome men reputed moſt pure, and (in- 


= cerely deyorcd to the principles of Freedom. 
5 | 2. Again, irmay perhaps in the ſecond place be obje&» 


ff <d, That whereas twenty days time are allowed to the 
-Lord Protefor to deliberate upon ſuch Bills as ſhall be 


: . 
6 preſented to him for his conſent by the Parliament, there- 
> forethis ſeems to intrench upon the wiſdom of Parliament 


C which is the wiſdom of the whole Nation ) as if they 
==; - would 


E- 7 C 36) 
{ would not be well adviſed of ſuch Bills as ſhall be intend+ 
} ed for Laws. Bur for Anſver, we muſt have recourſe to 
thewiſdom of our Anceſtors touching this particular,who 
doubrleſs might think cthemſelyes as wife in woridly mat=- 
rers, as ſucceeding Parliaments may be; yer we find they | 
uſed great deliberation in paſſing all Laws. And thus | 
much was ſignified ro us by the reading a'Bill ſo many | 
times, the Commirting, and the Ingrofling it, with divers | 
orher Ceremonies uſed ; which were to no other end bur | 


ro ſtave of the haſty and precipitate narure of man irom | 


Like 
of ] 


T rh 


falling - $18 the rocksof any raſh Concluſions, inmarrers * 


of ſo high importance: And therefore upon this account 
It was that they thought meet to allow the Supream Ma» 
ne likewiſe a time of deliberation, that when he paſe 
ed his Afſent , he might do it as a Man upon grounds of 
roper Judgement arid Reaſon ; ir being preſumed, thar 
He being in allchings aſſiſted by a Councel, might per- 
haps have ſome Reaſons ro offer, not unworthy of conſi- 
deration,conducing to the regulation and amendment of 
particulars in things preſented to him. Hence it was, 
that of old, when the King thought it needful to deliber- 


ate upon matrersof rhat nature, his Anſwer was, Le Roy | 
Faviſera, that is, the King will adviſc: And this was plead- / 


edto him by the late Parlzament, as the antient Preroga» | 


rive of the Supream Magiſtrate, in oppoſition to his Plea 
for a Negative YVorce. And therefore, ſeeing this limited 
time of deliberation can no more derogate from the wiſ- 
dome of Pa;laments hereafter, than it was thought to do 
inelder time; andwhereas the Reaſon holds now as ſtrong 
as ever ( if not more) for avoiding heady determinatiens 
in grand Aﬀairs, whercof the laſt Parliament gave us-ſad 
experience (Laws having been made and unmade in an 

- . Inſtant, andlike imperfe& Embrio's , ſtill-born, or clfe 
Nrangledas ſoon as brought into the world ) We muſt 

- Needs therefore be of opinion, that the /enty days time 
of deliberation relerved'unto the Lord Protector _ 

: 1K 


| (37) 
1d» Flike occafions, cannot be any prejudice to the wifdony 
to of Parliament, bur 1ather tends very muca cyery way to 
'ho Fthe advantage of them and the Nativn, 


ate 5 : 

ey } 3. Ifir be in the third place obje&ed, thar the Limi- 
Ws ; tation of the fitting of Parlzaments to the time of five 
ny 75 Months is an impoling upon them : We would fain rea» 
ers 3 ſon our the marter Sith ſuch men, and defire them ro 
ut # conſider, that unleſs we would kave Pasframents fit ever, 
Mm | there muſt needs be an intimation of ſome cerrain 
21s ? time for themto riſe, and wherein ir maybe required of 


nt | them; for otherwiſe there is a dore letr open for a 
a»  perperuation of particular pO in ſoveraign power : 
ſe | And how unapt men are of their own accord to part with 
of : ſuch power, when they have gor it once into their hands, 
ar how apt they are to corrupt like ſtanding Pools, and 
r- } contract an arbitrary diſtemper in execution of Law , 
1- Þ & wharmiſerable inconveniences muſt fellow thereup- 
»f | on, we,and all the people of the Land can tell by roo ſad 
s, | experience. We would nor ſeem hereby to bring anilf 
. | report upon Parliaments, nor undervalue them to the 
y | - world, becauſe of ſome miſcarriages of the laſl, knowing 
- | they ace the beſt and moſt proper Phyſick to cure the 
. diſcaſes of che Nation ; and therefore it was well ſaid of 
2 the Obſervator ( a man much for Parliaments at the be- 
1 ginning of the War, and one whoſe writings were highly 
) 

; 


ces of Time, and not as Diet ; otherwiſe, by too long uſe 
itwill corrupt and deſtroy inftead of curing rhe Body: 
So that we ſee there is a neceſſity of having Intervals, 
or times when Parliaments are not fitting Now confider 
alſo, the great fault ofche Kingly Government in this 
reſpe& was, that iceing no convenient time of fitting 
was fixed as a Boundary, to keep off an overflowing will 
and prerogative from intrucing upon Farhamems, and 

| | "WY * breaking 


prized of rhe Parliament) that Parlamentary goverment f 
| ſhouid he uſed like Phyſick , by the interm'ſſtin of due ſpa- - 
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prudence of the preſent Government hath ſo well tem- 


: per'dall ingredients in the conſtitutions of Parlaments, 
and provided fo far, that, as Phyſick, they may have a | 


Certain due time alotted for opperation (which before 


| © they had not) and for five Months ſpace nor be adjour- 


ned, prorogued, ner diflolved without their own con- 


. Tent. Wherein ſecing there is a ſure proviſion made a- : 


gainſt an immediare arbitrary Diflolution, with an ime 
Plicite Reſerve, and a clear intimation that they may fir 
gauch longer,and as long as the neceſſities of the Nation 
fhall require ; and ſeeing when Parliaments ſhall have 
Had their courſes a while, five months ſpace will be 
found a fair time for redre(s of grievances, and ſupply- 
Ing other publick neceſſities that may happen in the ſhort 
Iritervals -( wherein alſo a new Parliament may be cal- 
Jed, out of the uſual. courſe, if there ſhall-be exrraordi- 


* Maryoccaſien ; ) ſeeing alſo that the way of Govern- 


ment in free Nations is not to be accommodatcd unto 
Schemes of Freedom which lie in melancholy contem- 
Plation, bur muſt be ſuired to that Form which lies fair- 
eſt for praQtical convenience, and avoiding inconvenie 
ences, for the eaſe and ſafety of rhe People; and laſtly, 
it is a far leſs inconvenience, that Parliaments 
ſhould be limited in time, rather then fit as long as they 
Pleaſe, and there can be no Inconveniences here where a 
competent time is fixed, bur ir is (all things conſidered ) 
a yery great convenience; Theretore, ſerting one thing 


againſ another, we conceive, there can be no detri= 
ment accruing unto Parliaments by ſuch-a bimiration 


of rime and conferring all cheſe things together, we ſup- 
Poſcleſs danger to be feared from a power of Diſſolution 
thus qualified, and bur racitly reſeryed in one perſon, 

"PO and 


A & 


- breaking in upon them by violence. Kings took upon 
*them to diflolye them arpleaſurc in a mon;ent, yea many 
times as ſoon as they were mer, and befofethe leaſt re» 
dreſs had of the Peoples grievances: And theretore the 
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4 thar perſon accountable for abuſe of ſuch Power 7 


an that Pazligments ( who are, we lee, no more privz-. 


de*d from errgr than Fopes and general Councils) ſhould 


: left ro perperuate themſe]ves as they pleaſe, and tons - 
quently ro do whart they pleaſe, being, as long as they - 


cep their Seats,unaccountable perſons. The tum of all 
hen thar hath been ſaid, amounts tothis ; Thar there is 
Inqueſtionably as great a neceflity, there ſhould be ſome 
ec time for the dillolution, as for the calling of Parlza- 
ents. And truly, ſo much was implicd in all the Decla- 
Fations of the Parliament, betore they thaught of perpe- 
guating themſelves. And if you remember, in the year 
21647. the like time of limitation (thoughnot the very 
Jame) was intended by the 7ropoſals of the Army ; - upon 
The cxpiration whereof cach Parliament was to havedif- 
Folved of courſe, if not otherwiſe diſjalved ſooner. 
* Having thus concluded that part of our Diſcourſe, 
(which relates co the Succeſſion and Conftitution of P ar. 
Yeanentein all particulats, and made ir evident therein, 
{that the firſt and greateſt a of Soveraignty, which con-. 
fiſts in the Point of Law-making, is reſerved entire in 
Parliament ; and having alſo removed out of the way 


the ſecond. 


poſal of the 4:1itza ; concerning which it cannot bur be 
remembred, that che King chalenged an abſolute power, 
inandover it, to himſelt,as his ſole Right, excluſive and 
independent of the Parliament at all times. The P arlz- 
ament, they denycd this, and affirmed, that his power 0- 
ver itwas bur by way of ordinary Truſt ; and char in, 


negle&ed to perform that Truſt, then Themſelyes were 
to ſecure the Militia, and pur it inexecution, as being 


more immediatly intruſted on the behalf of the prapits 


av... 


mm. . -* + - 


the moſt material Objections , we fliall now proceed ro 


II. A ſecond grand A& of Soveraignty. is the dif- 


times of extraordinary danger and neceſlity, when he 


s 
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And it muft be remembred wiriall that the utmoſt of 
the Parlam:nts demand of the Militia was but for a 
time, and the only ground of their demand was upon an 
unuſual occalion. Bur now, that Claim of the King 
(upon which he founded the main of his Quarrel ) is 
wholly waved ; and its expretly declared, thac the Lord 
Protettoz thall diſpoſe and order the Militia or Forces 
both by Sea and Land, while the Parhamat firs, only 
by Conſent of Parl:ament, and in the Intervals of Parle 
. ament, wirh the advice and conſent of the major part of 
the Council. So that you ſee, the peoples Parliamenta- 
ry Intereſt inthe great buſineſs of the Militia, is avowed 
and conhrmed, And in caſe any. thing ſhall be done 
hereafter concerning it, in the intervals, by the Council, 
that may be matter of miſcarriage, there is a way of 
retification and remedy left open, in the ſucceeding 
Parliament, 
res } 
ITT. Athird Prerogative of Soveraignty is the ms 
king of War & Peace; andthatby the conſtitution of this 
+ Government, is not only to be manag'd with the advice 
and conſeprt of the Council, but is communicated alſo 
to Parkaments : For, in caſe of furure War with any 
Forrain State, a Parliament ſhall be forthwith ſummoned 
ro adviſe with concerning the ſame. Which is a Privi- 
lede, that never was demanded by rhe Parliament in the 
Nineteen Propoſitions ( ſuppoſed the higheſt demands). 
thact were made art firſt to the King, nor in any of their 
firſt Declarations, burt_alwaics admitted to be in the 
King. bs 


I'V. A fourth A& of Soveraignty is the Impo/ng of 
Taxes and Payments ; andthisis wholly reſerved to Par 
Tzaments ; irbeing fit, that rhoſe only who are in imme= 
diare Truſt fromthe People, ſhould have the Command 
of heir purſes. And yhexeasin the thirticth 
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$i power in the Lord PFroteftor, with the Cenſent of the 
Council, to raiſe Money for preventing the diſorders 
and dangers which may otherwiſe fall our ; ic muſt be 
obſcrved, thar as this is no more bur what is of pure ne. 
ceſfity, and to continue only till the firting of the firſt 
Pariiament ; ſo it is much leſs than what was propound- 
ed by the Army in the year 1647. when the like power 
was deſired might be given to a Council or Committee, 
in the Interyals of Parliaments, 


VV. The Fifth Point of Soveraign Power is, the 
wig and laſt Appeal, which is rctained likewiſe in 
Parliament, 


\ 

V'\l. The Sixth and laft point of Soveraignty is, the 
Power of Creating and diſpoſing Magiſtrates and Officers z 
(whichiwe are bold to ſay, fromthe higheſt rothe loweſt, 
is ſtill placed either expreſly, or implicitly and ultimate= 
Iy in the hands of the people in Parlament,as we ſhalt 
make evident anon,when we come to rrea* ofthe ſeveral 
Articles relating unto tha particular, the conſideration 
whereof will very fily fall in at the cloſe of this Dife 
courſe, as irs more convenient place, In the mean time, 
ſeeing theſe Atts of Soveraignty are all comprehended 
within the Walls of a Parliament, we muſt undeniably 
,*conclude, that as this Government now eſtabliſhed, an- 


\ ſivers all the Primitive demands that were made by the ' 


Parliament to the late King, as the means to make this a 

- floriſhing Nation ; ſoit exceeds them in many particu- 
lars, for preſeryation of the Freedom, common Intereſt, 
and ſafety of the people. Thus far then,we ſuppole ir ap- 
pears, that we ſtand firm to our Principles. 

But to proceed ; The next thing we are totake notice 
of in this | San Ihe Thar it fully anſwers likewiſe the 
main ends of the P arliament & Army in reference to mar- 

En dry a JR ER : « ters 


overnment, there is a clauſe reſerving a temporary 
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eers of Religion; wherein the Rights and Liberties of the 


people arc asduly fenced and provided for, as in all the 


principal Points ot civil Intereſt & Freedom. For it may (Þ 


be remembred, that the great care of the Farlament was 
' (excluding ever licentious and blaſphemous Opinions 
and pra&tiſcs) to make a Chriſtian proviſion for the Lis 
berty of tender Conſciences; They made in their buſineſs 
to protec and countenance Religious men and Godlines 
in the. power oft, to give freedom and enlargementto the 
Goſpel (for the increaſing and ſpreading of light in this 
darkſom world) & thereupon to remove all ſuperſtitious 
and corrupted Forms that were oppofite thereto : Which 
chings were indeed the proper Subje& of rhar religious 
Reformation intended by them, and which hath bin often 
declared for bythe Army. ſnconformity to which blefled 
and moſt Chriſtian deſign, we ſuppoſe a ſpecial regard is 
now had to all the Intereſts of Gods people , with the 


Maintcnance of the Miniſtry, the Confutation of Error and } 


Hereſie, the extirpation of Popery, Prelacie and whatſoever 
7 contrary to Godlineſs and ſound Doftrine; as you may ſee 
inthe 35.36, 27. and 38, Articlesof Government. And 
whereas in the 36. and 37- Articles it is intimated or im- 
plyed , that there is a Publick profefſion intended to be 
held forth by the Magiſtrate, and that the Profeſſion ſo 
held forth ſhall extend both to Dofrine, and Worſhip or 
Diſcipline; whereupon ſome perſons do objeR, that this is 
contrary to rhe Principles formerly owned by the Army: 
We return this anſwer, That whatever the private Judge- 
mentsand opinions of many particular perſons in the Ars 
my may heretofore have bin concerning this matter, yer 
the body of the Army never declared themſelves either a. 
gainſt the Magiſtrates poifer in matters of Religion, or 
that the. Magiſtrate might not hold forth a publick Pro- 
feſſion of DoRrine and Diſcipline ; but we find the quite 
contrary clearly implied and exprefled in their Declarae 
£2073 and Propoſals, For , in thcir Propoſals they found 
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\ faulrwitch nothing of that nature, but moved onely for 
1,” the taking away ot all Cocycive power, Aurnority and Ju- 


Zune 14, 1647. (which may ſerveonce tor all) they clear» 
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riſdidtion of all Ecclcfiaſtical Otticers whatſoever, exten- 
ding to civil penalties upon any; and for -che repealing 
of all Acts impeſing penalties for no: coming to Church, 
or meetings el{where, ec. And in that Declaration of 


ly diſclaimed and diſavow'd any deſign to overthrow all 
Church- Government; ouely deſired, that according to 
the Parhameznts Declarations (promiſing a provifion for 
rendet Conſciences) there might ſome etfeual courſe be 
taken anſwerable to the intent thereof, and that ſuch who 
upon conſciencious grounds ſhould differ from the efta- 
blithed Forms, might not (for that) be debarred from che 
Common Rights, Liberties, or Benehws belonging equal. . 
ly to All, as men and members of the Commonwealth, 
while they live ſoberly, honeſtly , and inoffenſively ro- 
wards others, and peacefully and faithfully rowards the 
State. Which Judgement and Reſolution of the Army ar 
that timie (which ſane men are pleaſed to call and ae- 
count the time of their Virgin-innocenceand purity) ex 
aQly ſquares with the Intent and Frame of the preſent 
Government in things of Religion , as it is ſer forth in 
theſe Articles. And therefore ſeeing it never was any 
Principle of the Army, that the Magiſtrate ſhould be de- 
prived of that power, whereby he is principally inabled ro 
fulfil the moſt noble end of his Magiſtracie (and in com 
pariſon whereof all other Ends are of an inferior value;) 
And ſeeing ir is a duty incumbent upon the Magiſtrate, 
ro provide for the Civil peace , and to prevent fore-ſeen 
evils and inconveniences growing upon the Common- 
wealch, tending to Confuſion ; Obſerving alſo whar ad- 
vantagey have been made by rhe Popiſh party both ar 
home af abroad, through our want of ſome Settlement 
in Religious marrers, and what occaſions have thereby 
been given to ſybrtil heads aud carnal winds to diſplay in» 
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numerable parties and Factions under the banner of Re 
ligion, ſpreading abroad moit blaſphemous Opinions in 
detianceeven of the holy Scriptures, and of God the Fae 
ther, Son and Spirit, ro the dithonour and ſcandal of our 
Chriſtian profeſſion ; And finally, it being manifeſt, thar 
in theſe things men do make ſhipwrack of Faith & a good 
conſcience, tor worldly ends and advantages which they 
propound unto themſelves; not only to the apparent ha- 
zard, yexation, and diſquier of the Common-wealth , 
bur (as muchas inthem lies )to the licentious ſubyerting 
. of all Order and Government ; therefore we conceive ic 
is high tine for our Governours co lay a healing hand 
eo theſe mortall wounds and breaches, by holding forth 
the Truths of Chriſt ro the Nation in ſome ſolid Eſta» 
bliſhment, and norquite to lay aſide or let looſe the gol. 
_den reinsof Diſcipline and Government, in the Church, 
bur yet toorder them in ſuch a way that they may nor tie 
upallmens Gonſcicnces, who profeſs Truth in ſobriety, 
to any one particular Form, nor be laid as ſnarcs and 
chains upon conſciencious and zealous men (as it was 
wont to be inthe dajes of Popery & Prelacy; ) the ſum 
. of all tharis incended by way of Coercion, being only to 
reſtrain ſuch as ſhall abuſe their Liberty to the Civil in- 
.ury of others, and to the atual diſturbance of the pub- 
Tiet Peace, or ſuch as under the profefiion of Chriſt 
bold forth and praQife T.icenciouſnels. 
The next conſiderable inthe Government is, the way 


of maintenance for the Forces both by Sea and Land, 


& this is to be done by a conſtant yearly Revenue, The 
ſer number of Land Forces to be kept up, is Ten thou- 
and Horſe and Dragoones, and Twenty Thouſand 
.Foot, which doubtleſs is bur a comperent number 
;for the «defence of three ſuch Nations, as England 
Seotland, and Ireland, and they are to be rnaintained with 
aur of thac Revenue: the reſt is ro-be expended in a 
[vonxegicntmunbcr of Ships for che Guard of the Py 
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:Andin caſe there ſha!l not be cauſe hereafter to keepup 


þ 


| 


ſo great a Defence at Sea and Land, then the money \a- 
ved thereby, is to remain iz Banco for the publick Ser. 


' vice, and beimployed by conſent of Far/zament ; which, 


queſtionleſs, being ſeriouſly ponder'd is a moſt excellenc 


| Proviſion, and ſuch as will not only give us credit and 


_— 


eſteem among our Friends abroad, bur ſtrike Terror in- 
to our Enemies, whea they ſee the Government conti- 
nually fortified with the finews of War, by a conſtancg 
Revenue tor that purpoſe, and with this grand adrane 
tage alſoof a publick Bank or Treaſury upon all occaſi- 
ons. And though the great benefit and convenience of 
this cannot be ſeen and felt, till God. pleaſe to free us 
from the preſent chargeable Occaſions; yet when theie 
neceſſities ſhall {through his bleſſing) be over, and an 
opportunity given, thatthe Land- Forces (which in Field 
and Garriſon within the three Nations are nou at leaſt 
80900 in number) may be reduced tothe ſetled propor 
tion, and the Nation begin to enjoy ſome meaſure of 
Peace aud Settlement, it will be fotind a great caſe unto 
the generality, that the Common-wealth thall (as it will 
ordinarily) by this means be enabled co detend it ſelf, 
offend enemies and afliſt its Allies and Confederates 
upon a publick Stock, withaut impoſing any Taxes or 
Payments extraordinary upon the people. And ſurely 
it will be far leſs burthen for the Commonalty to contri 
burte thus in ſmall parcels yearly, towards the publick 


" Bank and Revenue, that to be aſlefſed art grear ſums 


whenſoerer the Government ſhall have neceſſity to raiſe 
monies upon greatoccaſions, to wage War, or for the de» 
fence of theſe Nations. 


Then as for the Two hundred Thouſand pounds per 
amum, which is to 2c ſetled over and above,it isnor for 
che ſupport of the Proteffo7,or to be taken for the private 
uſc of any particular perſon or perſons whatſoever, but 
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*' to be employed (as may be-teemin the 27; ArticleF: Who's 
defraying the Charges for Adminiſtration of Juſticegan$? Fwhi 
other Expencesof Government: vi... tor paying the'Sa*7 1 par 
+ - Jarijesof judges, and other Officers belonging to Courts iÞ-til ; 
- of Judicaturezthe neccfiaryexpences for carrying on the=Þ. © 
publick buſineſs in all the threeNations,the entertaining” Þ 
Amballzdors here, the ſending our Amballadors and*A+ . Þ .caſ: 
es &«c, into Forrain parts, the relieving of mainced + | «ceft 

oldiers, and many like chargeable uſes; * All which” þ« is.F 
conſidered, it will be tound(we fear ) roo ſmall a ſum for f. . 
fuch a Work; Specialty ſeeing the ſingle expences of the A 
State amounted to above one hnndred | int 
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ro come. For upon the death or removal of any Member . -ahe 
, of theCcuncil,the Pajltamentare to nominate fix perſons | .zha; 
+ ofabiliry, integrity and fearing God , out of which the: | . peo 
Major part of the Council ſhall ele& two, and preſent | :.dor 
them to the Lord ProteFfor, of which he ſhall ele& one,to | ple: 
ſupply the Vacancy; Sothar if an unworthy perſon be at - ple 
any time choſen, it muſt be the Parliaments fault, who, |: cou 

| hHavethe power of making the firſt choice, and conſe- |; me! 
Is quently of limiting both che Lord Proteffor andthe Coun, 1... 
LE EBT #34. tram 4 ro. - 
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FE in the main;-asalſo'of preventing ariy-corfup Soy "> 
a-might otherwiſe be guilry of 10 this-2JÞ 
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"hich cicher of rhp ry 
/Particular,/ MogSover,.in caſe any Member of the;Conn-,' $1 

5-Qil fall prove cottuprin hisT ruſt, cherſeven Members {7 

+, of Parlament being joynedwith fx of che Councilzareto..: 

' Judgdfs the buſineſs, by which means , wharſcever the 

aſc bezzh& Parliament hath the caſting Voice,and grea- | 

:reſt Yore inthe: Judgment. Thus the courſe of Election - 

« 15Natcd torthe'time 20 came, SN 


. 


- But EO x Conncil, and the eleQtion of then 
inthe way it hath'been 4, Itmuſt be remembr@, rharwe 
were-iuthe begining of a new:Government ,-NEeedlicated 

« £0 create alittle. World our of Chavy, and bring Formour 
:6of Confufon ;fo tharghere was an abloluce neceflity, har 
. forme who are known'to be: perſons of Iorcpricys and fic 
- forthe preſent Setclement ,: ſhould at the:ſame inſtanrbe - By 
taken in, tocarry onthe work; which can beno ground x 
:of juſt cxception, eſpecially ſeeing forthe furure; Eledis | 
. ons ſhall run in che appoinced channel,yheretheirftreams 
, arero flow: from the. people, as-their original:-Fountain, 
. Yeaz the high Othce of Protefto;ſhip ic felfis to bederi- 
; red alſp fromhence ; :and-as in-rime it will appear , thae 
;thE. People-.in Parl:ament have the main chgice of the 
{-Ceincil, fo they wilt likewiſe be-Chuſers of the Lord Free 
6#e5707 5 :For, ir-being kfr.co the Council to.chuſe Him , 
yandghey hereafter: coming to be choſen and intruſted by 
:he Parliament, it cannot oth&wiſe be conceived}, bur - 
; *thar-rhe Choiſe of Him takes irs riſe mediately from: rhe: 
people in Parliament: becauſe as wharſoever a Parliainent 
doth, is ſaid andraken in a political ſenſe to.be the peo= 
ples a becauſe they are choſen and rruſted by rhe pi | 
ple; io in like manner, and upon the ſame mllcat ho. | 
| Council comes to be choſgg by Parlia. 
c expreſſed',- then che Ae ofthe Coun= 
Protector, aſt by patiry af Rea: 
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 ſonbereputed he ARt of the people in Parliament. And 


ſo you ſee, in effe&t , mediately or immediately, the clc- 
Qion of all Magiſtrates (both high and-low) are, or will 
ar length, by this conſtitution of Goyerhment, be inthe 
hands of the people. 


-Laflly, as rowbat concerns the Office of Lord Protecter, 

; 3t is to be obſerved, that no man is to be admitted to thar 
- Dignity uponthe Intereſt of Himſelfor Family, but meer. 
Iy upon the account of his Firneſs for Government ir 

- Baſt paſs; not by Inheritance, bur Ele&ion. Andcertain= 
Ip, itis a great advantage toa Nation , that the coming 
in-and continuance of their Goyernor depends onely up+ 

- on his own goodneſs, and the good will ot the people, as 
- itisinan Fl:ctize Prince, who ſtanding upon Terms of 
; good behaviour, will be continually employed for the be- 
-nefir and defenceof the Community, And therefore if ir 
: Mall pleate the Lord to bleſs this Commonwealth ( as we 


. truſt he will) ſucceſſively, witha choice of godly perlons / 


; 3nto that high Office, it is eafily foreſeen what , an ad- 


.Yatitage-itwill be to theſe three Nations, to have their | 


. whole flrength and Force combined thus under one head, 
»fortheſafery of all ; this Form being (without queſtion) 
- che fitreſt and woſt convenient for the Magiſtrate to pur 


things on , ard in. quick execution (as his proper work) |. 
for the publick gonad; -as alſo whata comfort it will be o 


all the godly in the Proteſtant Churchcs abroad, who ma 
have ground to expect ſome more ſure and certain Pra. 


- . teftion from England chan heretofore; which as it is the 
- greareſt Body, being united with Scotland, fo it will prove 


- (we hope) the grand Bulwark of the Reformed Nelgi- 


- #/is 


Moreover", as touching the Perſon, whom the T.ord 


| - . hath now advanced and ſet over us tobe our Suprcam 


vp - 2-3 


.- Magiltrac, We ſhall nor ſay much, becauſs he ſecks not 


the 
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the praiſe ofmen; onely we belierc even the enemies will 
contels, that he is every way worthy to Rule, whom 
God hath been pleaſed to uſe as his Inſtrument in thae 
Glorious Work of Redeeming the Libectics of his Peo- 
ple : For, we are bold to fay (weighing all circumſtan. 
ces together) that this Nation was never really Free, nor 


in a way of enjoying i:s Freedom fo fully as now; fo * / 


chat there wants nothing but a cordial Cloſe with the 
Government, to deſtroy all hopes of the common Ene- 
my, and complear our happineſs. Bur if men fhafl ' 
et proceed to lengthen their own burdens, by hanker- 
ing after that Family which God hath caſt our before 
us, or by an unnatural ſeeking to embroil their Gountrey 


again inbloud and miſery , tor the ſake of that accurſed 


Intereſt, as we are loth to ſuſpeRluch a thing, and can' 
hardly imagin that any ſhould be fo forlorn and defpc- 
rate atter ſo fair a Compoſtre ; So we think it neceflary: 
to reclaim ſuch perſons, if any chere Le inclined thatway ,* 
by laying down theſe few Conſiderations concerning” 


| thar Perſon and Familie which prctcnds ro che Goperne 


menr of theſe Nations, 


' I. Tr isa Family that hathworn the Marks and Badg + 


es of Gods high diſpleaſure for almoſt theſe hundred ' 
. years: The weight of which vengeance hath fallen up-_ 
on , and hitherto ſunk all their Partakers ; the particu- / 
'Hars whereof being in every mans yiew, and many 


of them freſh in obſervation , we ſhall nor here enumes 
Tate; | 


2. If we refle& upon the Perſon of the young Pretens 
der , be is*by bloud almoſt a ftranger to: this Nation, 
being by the Mother a French-maz, and now unqueſtion» 
ably ſuch by his education in that Court , where he hath 


always before his eyes that patrern of abſolute. Power * 


which bewicched his Father. Beſides , tic-is a mant 'oF 
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, having involved himſe 
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FI00d , Aavin | if inthe quite of all. chay 
4 ed ic Bloud which was fpilt by his Father , and hath 
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0x, andall his ocher pretences of Religion there, before 
eyer he left the Countrey,. Whar protesfion he owns in 
Frapcey is bardly vifible, bur bis Mothers Inſtructions, 
the urgencie-of his neceſfities diſpoling him to imbrace 
any thing, his dependance upon forrain Papiſts, his fre- 
quent known applications and promiſes to.the Pope , by 
Special Agents employed ro: Kome for . that purpoſe , 


and to tke Empercr, his Alliance to, and Combina- | 


tion with Pop/ſh Princes , being pur all rogether in the 
balance , ts ground” enough to believe him ſufficiently 


affected , if not-ſworn to popery. For , if he have any ' 


prowiſe of affiſtance (as perhaps the popiſh parry may 
now combine, ſeeing were tor a ſettlement of true Re- 
ligion) it is to be preſumed, thoſe perſons will not be for- 
ward to re-inveſt him here; unleſs they may together 

ich him reſtore the Rowan: Catholick Intereſt and Super- 

ition, | : 

4: The great and vaſt Debts that he hath in all this 
time concraced abroad ( ſhould he retwvrn hither) muſt 
all be diſcharged our of the purſes of this exhauſted Na« 

ton, 


ET Fo IE —IPEOTY" VE" 


.Fs Conſider the deſperate Crew of forlorm Fugitives, 
| Forraipers, and Papiſts, thathe muſt britg along. with 
| Tum which will like Locuſts deyour the whole Laid be- 
* Foretheny; for, their inſatiable Appetices muſt all be ſer- 
: .y£d, and great Rewards muſt be thought of cor, his 
"ebs.5 "ne 2 Leaders 


»* 
» 
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ore to ir fince ,'to fill pp the meaſure of thar | 


= 3 His Religion (if any) is at beſt, you know, but a _ 
_ devorion to Prelacy (which was bequeathed to him in : 
Legacie) having forfeited. his Oaths to the Scottiſh Natio . 


Leaders and Followers; ſo thar his Recuin will be ſofax-"* Þ 7 
from being a remedy-or relief of Taxes,. that the Ny arr | 


.  * 


it ſelf will be roo little for him and his. 


| 6. The manifold Revenges and Cruelties that are ts. © 4 
[be exp2&ed: No mans life , no mans Eftate can be {e.. { | 


cure: There will then be no diſtinRion of Parties, and- 
[every ſmall Compliance withwhar hath paſſed, every. 


the leaſt word ſhall be made Guilt enov$h, - and. H 
ground cnough ( it he pleaſe ) for Death 'and Cons "= 


fication. 1 
7. Laſtly, anarbitrary uncontrolable will and paw= 

er to put all rheſe things in execution +- For, if be ever. 

get in by the Sword, he becomes at the yery inſtang as. 

abſolure as the Grand S2ign/0r, and will then be fully 

inabled to accomplith what his Family-had long proje&- 

ed, Ci;+ the inthroning himſelf upon an Intereſt gf 

meer will and power, againſt the eommon Intereſt of | 

$ the people; by which means our. Lives and Liberties, 1 

our Wives and Children, our Eſtates and Fortunes, -W 

would all be expoſed as a ſacrifice ro the boundleſs ame 

birtion and cruelty of a face of Tyrants; itwoulgd e- 

nervate the natural vigor and courage of the people , 4 

and exceedingly debaſe the Honour of this Free Na= I * 

tion, : : 

' Ler us ruminate then a'litcle in our hearts rouching. 

theſe things, and behold the greathopes and bleſſed be- 

nefits of Security and Freedom that we have , 'and may 
ſhortly enjoy under the Government , as itis now eſta= 
bliſhed.. The Quarrel for hereafter is not between gyo 

| Perlonscontefling both for a Crown ; it is nor the Inte» 
reſt or Grandeur of any fingle Perſon, or pazticulix Fa. © 
mily, that is bontended for on'our part : Bur it eyer.the- | 
Enemy ſhould { for our fins) arile ro the poſlibilicy of - KM" 

a furure Conteſt, remember whar it'is he fights far, = 5 'S 

CS - 


what mult be the wrerched Conſcquenss of his prev 
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@ Fog - remember aiſo what we of this Nation are to Rand * 


for, the preſervation of our Religion, our Libettics, and 

F all tharisdear and precious among men, which appear 
* Slairyy tobe imbarqued in the great Bortonrof this pre- 
. Fene 'Eftabliſhmenr... If we falter, os be miſled through 

- Pphagtfie, or if thar fail through our default , weare im- 

'- amediately ſwallowed up by Tyrannie, and have nothing 
- left rodo, bur ro pat our mouths in the duſt , and fic 

+ donn in Sora and hlence for the glory of our Natiqn. 

- Moreover," if on the other fide any oppoſition of male« 


«contenc'andrefracory men ſhould ( which God forbid) 


- ariſe athome here among our ſelves, che like Confuſions 
; . Willfollow, the effe& wherof muſt needs be a training 
up the Pins of Power, to ſpoil the harmony of Govern- 


mcnr, 2nd a conſtraining men, for neceſlary preſervath* 


en, [to fence themſelyes in ſuch amanner as they never 
intehded. 


gon provided, under which men may live in a plenary 
- enjoyment of their Liberty as Chriſtians, andtheir rights 

as Men; we do not, we cannot in any mealure doubr 
*; (thonghwe thus expoſtulate the matrer witch our Friends 
-- andCountrymen, and lay open thoſe great incanveni. 
cnres and dangers before them) bar thar we ſhall find a 
ready and chearful concugrence from all ſober perſons ; 


FGod, though of different Judgments, ſecing equal 
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- andthe principal care is for" preſerving true Religion, 
7 atidthe countenance of ies Profeſſors. We, for our parts, 
-# have done our duty, in. declaring the grounds of our 
Judgment, and know we have therein diſcha:ged a good 
- Conſcience, in anſwer to all the Ends of our theft Princjs 


| wh +; / . ho « FS «1 i. 5 

- _=ples & Engagteents, believing we.ſhall ind comfort tn 
$-- Xn ie day of our Account? For,when we look back up- 
bc: Bod Cer HTS SHE... 
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: * Having therefore a fair and Noble way of Adminiftra- 


3 nd haye ground chiefly to expe& ir from all the people | 
| rty is gi ven to them all (withour juſt offence to any) | 


— 


a... + 
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' 6n what is done, we find nothing thar ſtares in our facexry {5 
andif there could have been imagined any been ySR So 
fi , wedhould bave imbraced it with the ſame © + 


ſpirf ſubmifhon : Bur here we, ſee.our Friends have © |} 
\ take [aa of all che rhree ſorts .of Goyernmenr, k. f 
and bow emall in o_ [f War be, here is the Unitive * >; | 
, vertue (bur nothing elſe) of Monarchy ro encounter its | 
Mus is the arm Arey of Troop "lg { F 
nage it : If Peace be, here is the induſtry ard courage. *% | 
of Democracie to improve it. And” whereas inthe preſene © ? 
 Conſticucion, the Legsſlative: and; Executive Powers are ; 
ſeperated ; the former being veſtedin a conftant ſugceſs 74 | 
* Gonof Pajlancats eleftive by the People, the larterin 4” 
aneleQive Lord Protector and his Succcflors aſſiſted by a* 4: 
Council, we conceive the State of this Common-wealth  -34- * 
Is thereby reduced to ſojuſt a Temper, thatzhe Ills ei» 4%. + 
+ ther of ſucceſſive Parliaments, furnithed with powerhorh 34 
-, of execuring and making Laws, orof a perpemal Parljs. }# 
ament, ( which are Divifipn , Fattion , and Confuſion)” 
bcing avoided on the one fide, and the inconveniencies - © 


* of abſolure Lordly power on the other; the Frame of 3}. + 


Jovernment appears ſo well þounded on both ſides, a- 
finſt Anarchic and Tyrannie , thatwe hope it may now y4 
1rough the bleſling of God) prove aſcaſonable Mean - \ 
's for. the berter defending theſe Dominions againſt 
1emies abroad, and promoting-our Intereſtsn Baxraia | 

. "rts, ſo alſs) of peace agg} Sertlemento this diſtrafted””” 
'tion ; and be of a durable continuancero ſuccegging 

-© es, for tþe glory of the moſt high G © D, the adyance; 

t-of his Goſpel, the proteRion of Lis people; anfthg 
cfitdf Poſtcrity, OE... 


